





| Correspondence 





Singleness and Purpose 


| Bprror: The letter by “Single” on the 
“neglected vocation” (AM. 2/9) is not 
quite correct. One Catholic magazine, at 
least, has opened its pages to a discussion 
of the problem. In the issue of April 2, 
1955, AMERICA published an article by my- 
self, “Vocations for the Purposeless Single,” 
followed shortly by an item on secular 
institutes. But I agree, most heartily, with 
“Single” that this problem is receiving too 
little attention. ... 

Let us hope that pastors and publicists 

will give the problem serious attention— 
' qnd action. . . . In this world crying for 
the solution of many social and economic 
problems, surely there is work of a charit- 
able nature which will engage the spiritual 
\ and mental capacities of unattached per- 
sons and provide them with a sense of 
community and usefulness. 

KATHLEEN RUTHERFORD 

Midwest 


Catholic Press 


Eprror: I’ve always had a sneaking sus- 
picion that right here the crux of the prob- 
lem [of Catholic publications] lies: in this 
littleness, this smallness, this running away 
from unity to dissipate itself in insignifi- 
cant fractions, that seems to characterize 
the Catholic press. We have 170 “name” 
magazines and newspapers, plus hundreds 
of others, reaching less than a fourth of 
the Catholic body. And this, while one 
secular magazine, Reader’s Digest, reaches 
ll million people. 

Doesn’t the solution lie in more unity 
and cooperation, more throwing resources 
into the common pot, on the part of these 
‘lttle” magazines? . . . 

FRATER JONATHAN FOSTER, O.F.M. 
Cleveland, Ohio 





Error: Catholic groups have shown a 
genuine willingness to assist the Catholic 
Press, especially during Press Month. But 
the problem is a year-round one. Local 
chapters of organizations might well accept 
the challenge of “selling” their pastors on 
the need for a church rack for the sale of 
publications, and then accepting the re- 
ponsibility of operating it for him. 

Our periodicals are the instrument best 
ited to spark the faith of thousands of 
Catholics. The ten-minute Sunday sermon, 
which is all the religious instruction or 
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education many of them get, is obviously 
not enough. 

For the more practical pastor, I might 
point out that a rack will cost him nothing 
to operate. As a matter of fact, with compe- 
tent people operating it, a rack can even 
provide a source of extra income to him. 
(A pamphlet telling how to operate a rack 
can be gotten by writing to CPA, 150 East 
89th Street, New York 16, N. Y.) 

G. RocerR CAHANEY 
Executive Secretary 
Catholic Press Association 


New York, N. Y. 


TV Court-Martial 


Eprror: It was with a great deal of pleas- 
ure that I read William V. Kennedy’s com- 
ments of Jan. 26 concerning NBC’s “On 
Trial.” It seems that the military of this 
country has been receiving a “bad press”; 
so much so that in recent months one 
wonders if our populace has a true picture 
of the military services. 

I have been a Catholic chaplain for 
nearly nine years in the Navy and the Ma- 
rine Corps, and I can truthfully say that by 
and large our commissioned and noncom- 
missioned officers are dedicated men who 
serve our country in peace as well as war 
with honor, integrity, courage and devo- 
tion. 

I have witnessed many TV plays which, 
like “On Trial,” make a mockery of com- 
mand. Half-truths, innuendoes and magni- 
fying of faults may make for a rise in 
Trendex rating, but the sooner our press 
and all the media of communication real- 
ize that they are free to express themselves 
thus only because of the vigilance, devo- 
tion and sacrifice of our armed forces, the 
sooner we shall give to these guardians of 


_ our freedoms their proper place in our 


thoughts; yes, and in our prayers. 
Lr. Com. Henry T. Lavin 
San Diego, Calif. 


Praise from Down Under 


Eprror: As a visitor to this country I would 
like to express appreciation of the high 
quality of articles in and format of AMER- 
ica. Indeed its reputation is world-wide, 
and we in Australia frequently look to 
America for informed comment on U. S. 
and world affairs. E. G. MumuHeap 
Philadelphia, Pa. 








READING 
for the 
LENTEN 
SEASON 








Lent 

by CONRAD PEPLER, O.P. 

A commentary on the Lenten litur- 
gy day by day as it is expressed in 
the Lessons and Gospels of the 
Mass. “...a doctrinal, ascetical and 
liturgical guide to the full Catholic 
living of Lent ... directed not to 
the scholar but to the ordinary, 
well-instructed Catholic, both lay 


and Religious.” 
(America) $4.95 


In Him is Life 


by ERNEST MuRA, F.S.V. 
Translated by Angeline Bouchard. 
A most significant book on the 
life-giving humanity of Christ. 
Father Mura treats successively of 
the liturgy, the Mass, the Eucharist, 
the Precious Blood, devotion to 
Mary, and the apostolate. In the 
concluding chapters he places the 
entire life of the Christian within 
the framework of the life of Christ. 
$3.75 


With Jesus Suffering 


by NICHOLAS SCHNEIDERS, C.P. 

Thoughts on the Passion written 
for children and presented in a way 
that children can understand. 
Priests will find the nucleus of 
many a fine sermon among these 
lofty meditations. And all who in- 
struct children will here find valu- 
able help. $5.00 


The Life of Christ 
In Meditations 


by MAURICE MESCHLER, S.J. 
Those who prefer thoroughly spir- 
itual meditations on the words and 
actions of Our Lord rather than 
just a factual portrayal of His life 
will love this work, which has be- 
come a spiritual classic. 

2 vols., $12.00 


At Your Bookstore 
B. HERDER BOOK CO. 


PUBLISHERS 


15 and 17 South Broadway 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 














Current Comment 





The Birth of Ghana 


The famous pioneer movie, The Birth 
of a Nation, by David Wark Griffiths, 
glorified the emergence of the Ku Klux 
Klan. A very different birth of a nation 
will be celebrated on March 6 of this 
year when the Gold Coast Colony of 
British West Africa takes its place in 
the circle of free and independent na- 
tions, baptizing itself Ghana. The name 
is taken from a mighty West African 
empire of the tenth century. 

The emergence of Ghana is being 
hailed as the first full attempt to create 
a modern state out of tribal Africa—the 
vast tropical world south of the Sahara. 
Many years of anxious discussion pre- 
ceded the adoption of its constitution, 
which is that of a democratic republic. 
There will be a General Assembly, with 
five Regional Assemblies. The powers of 
the latter are real but are still to be 
determined in detail. The troublesome 
question of adjustment between tribal 
and democratic representative organi- 
zation was settled by establishing in 
each region a House of Chiefs, with 
limited powers, 

The lion’s share in this unique politi- 
cal achievement goes to Ghana’s gifted 
Premier, Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, who, 
incidentally, has included four Catholics 
among the eleven who constitute his 
Cabinet. Americans, recalling 1776, will 
wish Godspeed to the newborn republic. 


Soviet “Peace Program” 


In a bad way since the Hungarian 
uprising, the Soviet Union’s peace of- 
fensive was revived on Feb. 12. In a 
two-hour speech before the Supreme 
Soviet, the now ex-Foreign Minister, 
Dmitri T. Shepilov, unveiled Moscow’s 
version of how peace might be secured 
in the turbulent Middle East. 

Obviously hoping to discredit the 
Eisenhower Doctrine in Middle East 
eyes, Mr. Shepilov proposed that Brit- 
ain, France, the United States and 
Soviet Russia pledge to keep hands off 
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the troubled area. The Big Four would 
1) respect the sovereignty of the Arab 
States; 2) refuse to enter into military 
alliances with them; 3) liquidate all 
bases and withdraw troops; 4) give 
economic aid without strings which are 
“incompatible with the . . . sovereignty 
of these countries.” 

All this would sound very high- 
minded were it not for the fact that the 
real purpose of the Soviet Union gleams 
through the verbiage. Moscow's “peace 
program” is a patent attack on the 
Baghdad Pact, which links Turkey, Iran, 
Iraq and Pakistan to the West. It re- 
quires Western abandonment of Nato 
ties to Turkey and withdrawal from 
military bases in Cyprus, Libya and 
Saudi Arabia. In short it leaves Soviet 
military might alone on the borders of 
the Middle East. Surely Mr, Shepilov 
could not have been serious. 


Gromyko for Shepilov 


Harrison E. Salisbury, who had a 
long tour of duty in Moscow as corres- 
pondent for the New York Times, once 
wrote that there are no authorities on 
the Soviet Union; only men with vary- 
ing degrees of ignorance. 

To appreciate the justice of that ob- 
servation one had only to note the reac- 
tion in diplomatic circles, as reported 
by the press, to the news that Andrei 
(“Nyet”) Gromyko had replaced for- 
mer Pravda editor Dmitri Shepilov as 
Soviet Foreign Minister. Some diplo- 
mats thought the shift presaged a return 
to Stalin’s tough line in the cold war. 
Others guessed that it meant no change 
whatsoever in the Soviet attitude to- 
ward the West. Still others sought its 
significance in terms of the relationship 
of Moscow to its satellites or, perhaps, 
to Tito’s Yugoslavia. A few suggested 
that its real meaning must be sought 
in the power struggle in the Kremlin. 
They saw in the switch a setback for 
Khrushchev, a victory for Molotov. 

Some of these interpretations do not 
exclude others, so that the truth may 


lie in a combination of two or more of 
them. Only the future will tell. What 
we can be sure of now is that, however 
the tactics may change, the goals of the 
Kremlin remain unalterably fixed. These 
include, as steps to world conquest, the 
sabotage of Nato, the neutralization of 
Germany and Japan, the subversion of 
Southeast Asia and Africa, and Soviet 
penetration of the strategic Middle 
Fast. 

The comings and goings in the Krem.- 
lin are obviously intriguing. Cryptic 
news of them no doubt signals a mes- 
sage to us if only we had the wit to 
read between the lines. But we would 
be making a dangerous mistake if we 
allowed speculations about them to 
distract us ever so slightly from the 
main battlefields of the cold war. 


Senator Knowland on UN 


Few people now doubt that isolation- 
ism is dead in this country. Neverthe 
less, habits of thought formed when the 
United States was a secondary world 
power still remain with us. They crop 
out occasionally in public speeches, 
particularly in reference to the United 
Nations. We haven't yet reconciled ou- 
selves to the fact that America’s world 
leadership brings all sorts of unpleasant 
and thankless tasks with it. One evi- 
dence of this was provided by Sen. 
William F. Knowland in his Lincoln’ 
Day address at Georgetown University. 

The California Senator served as a 
delegate to the current UN General 
Assembly and his talk reflected many of 
the valid criticisms raised even in UN 
circles. But Senator Knowland could 
not refrain from stressing, in plaintive 
tones, that this country bears the main 
burdens of the world’s peace efforts. 
We carried the load of the Korean UN 
action, he said, and today the other 
UN members shirk their financial re- 
sponsibilities while insisting on an equi 
voice in all decisions. 

No doubt the other UN members 
by increasing their contributions of men 
and money, can and should do more to 
show their genuine concern for the 
peace of the world. But that is no & 
cuse for us to pine for the days whet 
the world’s problems could be handled 
by others. Formerly the British had to 
do many of the untidy jobs around this 
wide globe. Today the mission hi 
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fallen upon us. This aspect of America’s 
world leadership deserves franker recog- 
nition than it has thus far been getting 
fom our public leaders. Since our 
responsibilities flow from our status as 
the world’s major power, we cannot 
escape them by abandoning the United 
Nations, or even by reforming it. 


Madness in Georgia 


How irresponsible can Georgia legis- 
lators become? Each week seems to sup- 
ply some further instance of the lengths 
to which human unreason can go when 
gipped by passion and racial hatred. 


On Feb. 8 the Georgia Senate unani- 
mously approved a resolution calling on 
Congress to declare the 14th and 15th 
Amendments to the U. S. Constitution 
invalid. The Senators claim that the 
Congresses which proposed _ these 
amendments for ratification were not 
Congresses at all, but only “private 
assemblages.” 

Six days later a Georgia House Com- 
mittee cleared a resolution petitioning 
the U. S. House of Representatives to 
impeach six members of the U. S. Su- 
preme Court for “high crimes and mis- 
demeanors.” 

Then on Feb. 14 the State Senate 
passed a bill forbidding Negroes to take 


part with whites in any athletic event in 
Georgia. If this bill becomes law, it may 
wreck the South Atlantic (“Sally”) 
Baseball League. Its proponents argued, 
not without logic, that “when Negroes 
and whites meet on the athletic field, 
on a basis of complete equality, it is 
only natural that the sense of equality 
is transferred into the daily life of their 
people.” 

Such manifestations of intolerance 
tend to fan racial passions everywhere, 
and therefore are a matter of concern 
to the whole nation. So it might seem 
wise for our President, on one of his 
trips to Georgia, to glance around the 
immediate neighborhood. We are ready 





——Secretary Dulles, China and the Press 


On February 5 John Foster Dulles lost a big round 
in his fight to keep American newsmen out of Red 
China. What accounted for this in good part was a 
four-word phrase tossed off in a press conference. 
The Chinese Government, he said, “has been trying 
to get reporters, preferably those it picked, to come 
into Communist China.” 

The phrase, of course, delighted those who op- 
pose the ban. Editor & Publisher pointed out that 
“in some cases the Chinese accepted the names pro- 
posed by newspapers and news agencies.” The New 
York Post indignantly called the phrase “an unfor- 
givable suggestion that any correspondents who 
could get into Peiping would be ‘hand-picked’ by 
the Communists.” It added that “the implication was 
plain; any man who defies Dulles’ ban must be a 
trifle suspect.” James Reston of the New York Times 
named the phrase “at best a piece of misinforma- 
tion, and at worst an impertinence.” And to all 
Dulles’ opponents in general, the phrase showed 
how bankrupt was the entire case against U. S. 
newsmen traveling to China. 

Oddly enough, defenders of Dulles (e.g. column- 
ist David Lawrence) have not really attacked the 
main argument of those who want the ban lifted. 
As put by the New York Herald Tribune, this argu- 
ment is that “it is not only the right but the duty of 
the American press to seek out the news where it 
can be found, and it is the moral obligation of the 
American Government to help, not to hinder, that 
process.” 

The interesting thing about the use of the argu- 
ment is that it is based on a questionable assump- 
tion—that is, that American correspondents, if al- 
lowed to enter China, could in fact gather and 
transmit objective news stories. 








Mr. Beacu, a radio-TV copywriter, is a student of 
Russian language and affairs. 





Even supposing that only the top American news- 
men were to go to China, that assumption is still 
suspect. Why? Because what would determine the 
quality of their dispatches would be the conditions 
under which they worked. And if these conditions 
paralleled those under which American newsmen 
now operate in the Soviet Union (a reasonable 
guess), then the anti-Dulles case is a good deal 
weaker than its expounders think. For taken as a 
whole, news copy from Moscow has two character- 
istics—the scope is limited and the quality is 
dubious. 

This is no accident. Standard, time-tested journal- 
istic techniques and practices are seldom used by 
the 12 U. S. newsmen posted in Moscow. (The 13th 
correspondent was expelled from Russia on Febru- 
ary 15.) With a variety of restrictions and pressures, 
the Soviet regime has fenced in our newsmen and 
stopped them from handling stories in a fashion that 
training and instinct have prepared them for. The 
regime has forced these men to depend primarily, 
and almost exclusively, on official Soviet sources for 
news. This explains why, for example, about 75 per 
cent of dispatches out of Russia are based on mate- 
rial culled from the Soviet press. It also explains 
why so many stories with a Moscow dateline are 
rich in rumors and fanciful speculation, yet poor as 
a pauper in hard facts. 

In conclusion, the opponents of Dulles really have 
no right to assume that American newsmen, once 
allowed inside China, would as a matter of course 
be able to get fact-based news stories. The myth of 
the correspondent who always gets his story does 
not stand scrutiny. Moreover, if American corre- 
spondents did cover China, they would probably 
be subjected to the same sort of pressures and re- 
strictions that are felt by American correspondents 
in Russia. Our quick look at news-gathering in the 
Soviet Union suggests this. PETER BEACH 
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In Our Next Issue... . 


Next week we hope to print com- 
ments by Godfrey P. Schmidt and 
John Cogley on Fr. John R. Con- 
nerys article, “The Morality of 
Blacklisting,” in the February 16 
issue of America. Mr. Schmidt is 
president of Aware, Inc.; Mr. 
Cogley, consultant of The Fund 
for the Republic. 











to guarantee that he will discover no 
small number of Georgia’s decent citi- 
zens, white as well as Negro, who like 
us are wondering where this irrespon- 
sibility is going to stop. 


Teamsters in the News 


Probably many of our readers have 
seen Karl Detzer’s article on Teamster 
Local 1145 in the February Reader's 
Digest. It shows the other side of the 
nation’s biggest trade union—the side 
that wasn’t much in evidence during 
the mid-winter meeting of the AFL- 
CIO executive council in Miami Beach. 

For 15 years Local 1145, with 8,000 
members, has been the bargaining agent 
for Minneapolis-Honeywell employes in 
Minneapolis. Though the company and 
this democratically-run union have en- 
gaged in some hard bargaining, though 
there have been plenty of arguments 
and grievances, the union has never 
called a strike. When it comes to wages 
and profits, writes Mr. Detzer, “both 
know that a picket line is never a sub- 
stitute for a humming production line.” 

In the fall of 1954 Minneapolis-Hon- 
eywell and Local 1145 began an ambi- 
tious experiment in labor-management 
cooperation. They launched something 
called POP—Planning Our Progress. 
The aim of POP was, and is, to increase 
sales by making the company’s products 
more competitive. Shop stewards and 
foremen work together on the floor to 
eliminate waste and carelessness. Their 
goal is not a speed-up, but greater 
efficiency. 

Apparently POP is succeeding. Dur- 
ing the period it has been in opera- 
tion, profits have risen and wages and 
other employe benefits have increased 
$2 million. 

As the seamy side of the Teamsters 
is unveiled during the forthcoming 
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Senate investigation of labor racketeer- 
ing, it is well to remember that in this 
giant union Local 1145 is by no means 
a lonesome exception. 


Approaching the Foundations 


In addition to the $100 million in 
gifts to higher education from business, 
last year millions more poured through 
the cornucopia from grants made by 
many of America’s 7,300 foundations. 
How are Catholic colleges faring in the 
distribution of this largesse? 

Two Fordham University research- 
ers went looking for the answer. Their 
findings are embodied in a recent Bul- 
letin of the National Catholic Educa- 
tional Association (Nov., 1956; pp. 7-18. 
1785 Massachusetts Ave., N. W., Wash. 
6, D. C.). 

They questioned 280 Catholic insti- 
tutions as to their relations with the 
foundations between 1943 and 1953. 
It was found that during this decade 
52 of the 113 respondent colleges had 
applied to at least one foundation; 37 
had made up to five applications. The 
other 61 had made no approaches. 

Nearly three out of four applications 
were for non-research projects. Re- 
quests for aid for general improvements 
were most numerous—and least suc- 
cessful. Some 30 of the 52 applicants 
received at least one grant. Several 
schools—Georgetown, Notre Dame, 
Marquette, for instance—were out- 
standing both for the number and size 
of grants obtained. A number of small- 
er colleges did very well also. 

It is startling to discover that nearly 
all the non-applying institutions failed 
to apply because “they had no positive 
policy toward foundations” and consid- 
ered that they “lacked projects which 
would be fit for foundation support.” 

The Fordham study offers a chal- 
lenge to Catholic institutions, big and 
small, which with few exceptions have 
suffered from apathy, shyness or ex- 
cessive modesty in their attitude 
toward the foundations, 


Nebraska’s Peculiar Sauce 


One of the most sensible proposals 
for meeting the ever-increasing demand 
for higher education is the scholarship 
program already under way in several 


States. Details of this plan vary from 
State to State, but its general outline 
follows the Federal GI Bill of Rights, 
which helped millions of veterans to get 
a college education at an approved col- 
lege of their choice, whether under 
State or private control. 

In 1956, for example, the State of 
New York awarded 3,888 scholarships 
of this type, and current legislation to 
increase the number of these awards is 
pending, California and Maryland also 
have programs of this nature. 

Oddly enough, however, Nebraska’s 
Attorney General, Clarence Beck, ruled 
last month that a proposed scholarship 
plan that would include church-related 
and other private schools in the State 
is a violation of Article VII, Section 11, 
of the Nebraska Constitution. 

A comparison of the Constitutions of 
California, New York and Nebraska 
makes this ruling difficult to fathom. 
The California (Art. IV, Sec. 30) and 
New York (Art. IX, Sec. 4) Constitu- 
tions are, if anything, more definite and 
restrictive than Nebraska’s in forbidding 
use of public money for the support of 
sectarian-controlled education, 

The principle followed by New York 
and California, as well as by the Fed- 
eral Government in the GI Bill, is that 
a scholarship is for the benefit of the 
citizen, not for the institution he may 
choose to attend. This principle con- 
cedes the impossibility of so insulating 
a benefit to the individual citizen that 
no incidental benefits will accrue to 
some institution or other. 

The Nebraska Attorney General's in- 
terpretation seems to rest on this im- 
possibility. To be consistent, should he 
not also rule out police and fire protec- 
tion, road maintenance and health su- 
pervision, which, when extended to a 
citizen in a sectarian school, also benefit 
the institution? 


Towards a Mature Laity 


Since we are still observing Catholic 
Press Month, editors naturally apply 
to their own cause a widely-reported 
speech on post-school study by a Mid- 
west professor. Russell Barta, in charge 
of adult education for the Chicago 
Archdiocese, recently told the Newman 
Foundation at the University of Illinois 
that, in effect, a diploma is not an edu- 
cation. Our formal education, he 
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Me Mullen Books 


And Cleanse My Lips 


By Vincent P. McCorry, S.J. Readers of AMeEnrica do not have to be told how 
brilliant and how inspiring Fr. McCorry’s weekly “Word” has been over the 
past years. And Cleanse My Lips is an arrangement of some of the most striking, 
those which deal with the position and the potentialities of the Catholic laity in 
the active life of the Church. This has been an evident theme in most of the 
columns, and the one which has appealed to most readers. In addition, Fr. 
McCorry has written half a dozen new and unpublished reflections on the major 
feasts cf the year. And he wouldn’t be the same author who produced Most 
Worthy of All Fraise if he didn’t offer a striking chapter on Mary. Here in one 
volume, then, are the pages you wanted to save, as well as new inspiration 
which matches the familiar in tone and intensity and charm. $2.75 


Look, Sister 


By Jonn E. Morratt, S. J. A book which beckons with a benevolent finger for 
its already willing audience, which offers the most worthwhile material for 
spiritual conferences. There are few authors who can combine a mastery of 
subject and of presentation as can Fr. Moffatt. He is known across the country 
as a brilliant retreat-master; he can converse as well in his many books. This 
sympathetic and sprightly, provocative and prayerful collection has been on 


the America Book Log for months. $3.50 
LISTEN, SISTER 
Also by Fr. Moffatt: LISTEN, SISTER SUPERIOR each: $3.50 


AS I WAS SAYING, SISTER 


Spots and Wrinkles 


By Mary Lanican HEAty. When you have a family, and it numbers up to nine 
(not including Mother and Dad—who make eleven), you obviously have material 
for a book. Mrs. Healy has been spinning out parts of her life for the past few 
years in her column for the Tidings. Here are the best reports of the Healys’ 
adventures: from backyard bakeouts to hot-rods, involving the nicest neighbors 
and the kindest shopkeepers, poking into the emotions behind a best dress or 
a coat of one’s own or special dishes or the dawn of a vocation. Life is not 
always madcap fun, but madcap laughter helps—as it did the family and the 
characters they met. This is a year-long gift book: for the already married and 
those about to be, for those who have children or who are about to, for all those 
who remember having a childhood. $2.25 


Why Blame The Adolescent? 


By Sister M. MicwaeEt, I.H.M. A positive approach to the “problems” of teen- 
agers, not a moaning over juvenile delinquency. It discusses normal people and 
normal difficulties—and offers practical suggestions. The language is down to 
earth, the question-and-answer presentation of facts is most helpful, the ma- 
terial up-to-the-minute: dating, crushes, incentive, allowances, privileges and 
responsibilities. The chapters are based on actual work—with teenagers, with 
their parents and teachers. It does not pretend to give “all the answers,” but it 
gives many—as reviewer after reviewer has enthusiastically pointed out. $2.75 
And the adolescent is also aided and comforted in 

Fr. McCorry’s THOSE TERRIBLE TEENS. $2.75 


Your bookseller has them all... 


McMULLEN BOOKS, INC., 839 STEWART AVENUE, GARDEN CITY, N. Y. 
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stressed, needs to be supplemented in 
later years by mature reading and 
study. 

Study clubs and night schools are, 
of course, admirable instruments to 
develop growth in understanding and 
insight. But the periodical press has its 
place alongside these more formal 
means. Professor Barta instanced mov- 
ies, novels and plays as an area of 
modern culture in which lay people 


need to develop more mature judg- 
ment, artistically and morally, We like 
to think that America helps its readers 
in this field as well as in others, thus 
assisting in the formation of an edu- 
cated, up-to-date laity. 

To paraphrase an editorial in the 
Feb. 3 Peoria Register, men in business 
and the professions take great pains to 
keep up on the latest developments 
in their specialties, and are sometimes 


even paid by their companies for the 
effort. But many Catholics seem ty 
think their catechism is all they nee 
to enable them to act as Catholics j 
the face of world problems that wer 
not even heard of when they went ty 
school. A mature Catholic owes it ty 
himself to be a consistent reader of the 
Catholic press, at least of those journal 
and papers which are most adapted 
to his needs. 





Up to the bitter end the Treasury Department, 
which on February 14 asked congressional permis- 
sion to raise interest rates on Series E and H bonds, 
continued to insist that U. S. Government Savings 
Bonds “rank with the world’s finest investments.” 
What finally persuaded Secretary George M. 
Humphrey that a growing number of people no 
longer believed this to be true was what happened 
to sales and redemptions of the popular E bonds 
during January. Sales dropped to $394 million— 
down $43 million from January, 1956. More sig- 
nificant still, redemptions jumped $89 million over 
January of last year, to $530 million. 

As Editor John Fischer pointed out in a chal- 
lenging essay in the January issue of Harper's, a 
combination of inflation and tight money has 
rubbed much of the luster off U. S. savings bonds— 
even for small investors. It is now possible for in- 
vestors to obtain without risk a higher return on 
their savings than that offered by E bonds at 3 per 
cent. They could, for instance, put their money in 
U. S. Government insured savings associations, 
which pay up to 4 per cent. Or, with not much 
more risk, they could buy the tax-exempt securities 
of local government agencies, such as the Port of 
New York Authority, which pays 3% per cent. 

It is true, of course, as Mr. Fischer frankly con- 
cedes, that investors in tax-exempt bonds run some 
risk of capital depreciation. Unlike Series E and H 
bonds, the face value of these securities varies with 
market conditions. But, he says, this is not a clear- 
cut advantage for Government savings bonds. True, 
their face value does not vary. If Uncle Sam says 
he will pay the investor $100 in 1960, you can bet 
your last dollar he will. Not even Uncle Sam, how- 
ever, can guarantee that the real value of the 
bond, as distinguished from its face value, will not 
change. 

Consider Mr. Fischer’s case of the $75 E bond 
purchased in 1941, When it fell due ten years later, 
it was worth $100. The buyer’s investment had 
grown by one-third. But had it? Over that ten-year 
period the value of the dollar had shrunk in terms 
of purchasing power to 57 cents. Instead of gaining 
by his investment, the investor lost not only $18 of 





—World’s Finest Investment 





his capital, but the entire potential interest on it as 
well. 

The period 1941-51 covered World War II, and 
buying Government bonds during wartime is more 
than a financial investment. It is also a patriotic 
duty. The loss which our 1941 investor suffered 
through inflation may be considered part of his 
contribution to winning the war. 

Those who bought E and H bonds since the war 
may comfort themselves with an analogous con- 
sideration. (For they, too, have made something 
less than one of “the world’s finest investments.” 
The man who purchased an E bond in 1946 and 
cashed it last December received no interest on it 
and lost $3 of his capital. Such has been the extent 
of postwar inflation.) They can tell themselves that 
it is a citizen’s duty to contribute to the general 
welfare in peace as well as in war. 

Against this background, the Treasury’s decision 
to sweeten the return on Series E and H bonds is 
as welcome as it is overdue. The shift from 3 to 
3k per cent will be made, not by changing the 
face value of the E bonds, but by shortening the 
maturity period. If Congress approves the Treas- 
ury’s proposal, the maturity period will drop from 
9 years and 8 months to 8 years and 11 months. 
This change will affect all bonds bought after 
February 1. Incidentally, don’t rush to cash in old 
bonds in order to buy new ones. Those who have 
held their bonds for two and one-half years or less 
will gain only a few pennies by switching. Those 
who have held them longer will lose in the trans- 
action. 

The Treasury hopes, of course, that the higher 
yield, plus more liberal cash-in rules, will increase 
the sales of E and H bonds. The more cash it 
obtains from the people, the less urgent its need 
to go to the banks. That means a lowering of in- 
flationary pressure—which is something for the pub- 
lic-spirited citizen to keep in mind. 

All this supposes that Congress will buy the 
Treasury plan. It may decide that if U. S. Govern- 
ment Savings Bonds are really to be considered the 
best investment in the world, they must be made 





more attractive still. BENJAMIN L. MASSE 
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Book and 
Pamphlet 


Aids 


Make your Lenten Practices 
more positive 
this year 


MEDITATION 


GUIDE IN MENTAL PRAYER 
By Joseph Simler, S.M. $2.50 


HOW TO MEDITATE 
By John Roothaan, S.J. 25¢ 


CROWN OF SORROW 
By Archbishop Alban Goodier, S.J. $1.25 


COD IS MERCY 
By Rev. Michael Sopocko, S.T.D. $3.00 


The first two titles are for learning the method, 
the last two for applying it. Crown of Sorrow takes 
the four Gospel accounts of Christ’s Passion, weaves 
them together to form a complete picture, then di- 
vides the material into short daily meditations to 
cover the whole of Lent. God is Mercy has forty-five 
meditations based on the invocations of the Litany 
ofthe Mercy of God. 


MASS AND HOLY COMMUNION 


THE MASS IN MY LIFE 

By Denis Mooney, O.F.M. Father Mooney makes it very 
clear that unless we do our part the Holy Sacrifice of Christ 
will have little effect on us, and he points out just as clearly 
what our part is. 35¢ 


WORTHY CONFESSION 


I HAVE SINNED 


By Bernard Sause, O.S.B. Growth in the spiritual life depends 
largely on how we make use of the Sacrament of Penance. 
This booklet is offered to adults who want to know how 
to make a really worthy confession. 50¢ 


WAY OF THE CROSS 


WAY OF THE CROSS FOR CROSSBEARERS 
By. Fr. C. A. Liederbach 15¢ 


MY LIFE IS THE PASSION 

By Walter Sullivan, O.S.B. The Way of the Cross has long 
been a favorite Lenten devotion. These two booklets, the 
first one a longer, the second a shorter method, aim not 
merely at awakening sorrow for sin but give renewed courage 
in bearing life’s daily crosses with Christ. 10¢ 
WAY OF THE CROSS COLOR BOOK 

By Mary Fabyan Windeatt. Children of the lower grades 
can begin to learn the meaning of sacrifice and suffering by 


coloring these drawings of the Fourteen Stations. 35¢ 
THE ROSARY 

HELLO, BLESSED MOTHER 

By Rosemarian V. Staudacher 15¢ 
THE ROSARY AND THE GRAIN OF WHEAT 

By Denis Mooney, O.F.M. 25¢ 
JOYS, SORROWS AND GLORIES OF THE ROSARY 
By Raphael Grashoff, C.P. $1.00 


The daily Rosary recitation can easily become commonplace 
and we can forget its personal application. Why not let your 
Lenten fervor liven up your appreciation of the Rosary. Read 
something about the Mysteries so your mind will think as 
your lips pray. 


SPIRITUAL INSTRUCTION 
A LAYMAN’S WAY TO PERFECTION 


By Robert B. Eiten, §.]. $1.75 
NOTHING BUT CHRIST 

By Kilian McDonnell, O.S.B. $2.00 
BLUEPRINT FOR HOLINESS 

By Denis Mooney, O.F.M. 50¢ 


Instead of trying to answer all the Quiz Questions on TV 
during Lent ask yourself a few such as: “What did Christ 
mean by saying, ‘Be ye perfect’?” “How can I tell if I am 
tending toward spiritual perfection?” “Why should I want to 
be holy?” and if you can’t answer them yourself you'll find 
the answers here. 


At your BOOKSTORE or from GRAIL PUBLICATIONS ROOM 113, ST. MEINRAD, INDIANA 





Washington Front 





Clarification Is the New Word 


When Israel asked Secretary Dulles for a “clarification” 
of a recent statement, and was asked for a clarification 
in return, a new word became popular in diplomacy. 
People in Washington have also had clarifications of 
American policy in two important sectors: the Soviet 
satellites and the Mideast. 

There is no longer any talk about direct “liberation” 
of the satellites, as in 1952. Instead, we seem to have 
recognized three phases in the process: 1) the recog- 
nition of national communism in those states; 2) a 
gradual whittling away of Marxism under the first 
phase; and, finally, 3) self-liberation by the peoples of 
those states, helped by economic aid by the West. 

Poland seems recognized by us as having passed from 
the first phase to the second; hence our offer of aid to 
hasten the process. It was hoped that a visit from Tito 
might help him cross the Rubicon to the second phase. 
The Hungarians tried to jump to the third phase all at 
once; hence the slighting, and even unfeeling, refer- 
ences to their revolt by President Eisenhower and Sec- 
retary Dulles as “premature.” 

How all this will work out is not sure. Tito may re- 
main stuck where he is, prisoner of his own ideology. 
Poland may be reconquered by force. East Germany, 


Underscorings 



























Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and Rumania are still cap. 
tives; but their students and workers seem captivated 
by Tito’s way, even Poland’s. We can always hope, of 
course, and pray. 

In the Near East—to give it its proper name—we have 
ourselves entered a new phase. For nearly two year 


we ignored the warnings of Britain and France tha] 


the real enemy there was Soviet Russia and a Syriy 
and an Egypt as its satellites. The Eisenhower Doctrine 
was a belated recognition that Britain and France, who 
really know the area, were right. Whether the proffered 
aid is “too little and too late,” as Mr. Truman say 
(borrowing from Clare Boothe Luce, who coined the 
phrase 15 years ago about the League of Nations and 
Mussolini), remains to be seen, of course. But I know 
someone in Washington who says: “Just give me $20) 
million in fiscals 57, 58 and *59, turn me loose in the 
Middle East, and I'll guarantee to open the Canal, free 
Israel, and keep the peace, for backsheesh has always 
been the most potent weapon in Muslim lands, as every 
experienced traveler knows.” 

Whether this not-too-subtle hint at bribery lay be 
hind Mr. Dulles’ “reluctance” to tell the Congress, and 
hence the world, what he wanted the three $200 mil. 
lions for, only Mr. Dulles, and his Lord, know. In any 
case, the Senate committees should have been war 
of asking, for if Mr. Dulles had told where the “eco. 
nomic” aid was going, it would have been leaked by: 
headline-seeking Senator. All this is just a guess, but 
mavbe a shrewd one. The Muslims know. 

, . Wi-Frip Parsovs 


university and the Department of So- 
cial Action, NCWC. The courses wil 
cover economic and social problems and 





social-action techniques. For detail 
write the Registrar, Catholic University. 


THE SECOND World Congress for the 
Apostolate of the Laity (the first was 
held in Rome in 1951) will be held 
in Rome Oct. 5-13. Responsibility for 
coordinating U. S. participation has 
been given by the hierarchy to the 
National Council of Catholic Men and 
the National Council of Catholic 
Women. At its National Convention in 
Cincinnati, May 9-12, NCCW will study 
the theme, “The Role of the Parish in 
the Lay Apostolate.” 


pBHOW AFRICAN CHILDREN 
should be educated was the subject of 
a week-long international Catholic con- 
ference held recently at Yaoundé, 
French Cameroons. Among the 300 
delegates from all parts of Africa were 
20 bishops. During the second half of 
the week, representatives of the UN 
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Children’s Fund, the World Health 
Organization, Unesco and other UN 
agencies attended the meeting. 


pAS A FOOTNOTE to Erik von 
Kuehnelt-Leddihn’s article on pp. 608- 
612 comes a Religious News Service 
story from Paderborn, Germany, that a 
special institute was opened there on 
Jan. 19, in which Catholic leaders and 
theologians will study the work and 


teachings of non-Catholic denomina- 


tions, A similar institute for Evangel- 
icals is operated by the Evangelical 
League at Bensheim. 


p> PRIESTS AND SEMINARIANS are 
invited to attend an Institute for Catho- 
lic Social Action to be held July 1- 
Aug. 9 at The Catholic University of 
America, under the auspices of the 





pTHE PAMPHLETEERS is an or 
ganization of Catholic laymen who cdl: 
lect pamphlets, magazines and religious 
articles, and remail them to no 
Catholics, converts, missionaries, ete. 
Prayers, literature, offerings and names 
of suitable recipients are welcomed 
(1832% Gold St., Wichita 11, Kansas). 


pU. S. CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OF 
NURSING, numbering 322, constitute 
28.6 per cent of the 1,125 in this cour 
try. About 35 per cent of those fully ac 
credited by the National League fo 
Nursing are Catholic. In_ releasing 
these figures at the end of January, 
Margaret Foley, secretary of the Cor 
ference of Catholic Schools of Nursing 
noted that there still is an acute nu 
shortage all over the country. Ck 
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Editorials 





U.S. Reds in Convention 


In the course of summarizing the 16th national con- 
vention of the U. S. Communist party, the Daily 
Worker remarked that the meeting was “preceded by 
almost a year of intensive discussion such as the Com- 
munist party had never experienced.” The discussion 
was sparked, of course, by the famous 20th Congress of 
the Soviet party in February, 1956, at which Nikita S. 
Khrushchev delivered his denunciation of Stalin. It was 
fueled by the process of de-Stalinization in the satellite 
regimes, the “national communism” of Wladyslaw 
Gomulka in Poland and, more powerfully still, by the 
October revolution in Hungary. These were events that 
shook the structure of world communism to its very 
foundations. We have not yet seen the final effects. 

One question the American public would like to 
know the answer to is whether, or to what extent, the 
American Reds have really cast off subjection to the 
Kremlin. A more profound question is whether the 
party is in the process of developing a communism 
totally different from the communism of our recent 
acquaintance. The New York convention of February 
$12 did not provide us with a clear-cut answer to 
either of these concerns. The conduct of the delegates 
and the phrasing of the convention’s resolutions in- 
dicate that U. S. Communists are passing through the 
same period of indecision and confusion that Reds 
everywhere else in the world are experiencing. 

As expected, Moscow made its appeal for continued 
allegiance to Marxism as seen and interpreted by the 
Kremlin. As on another noted occasion, its spokesman 
was Jacques Duclos, who in a letter to party secretary 
William Z. Foster criticized “dangerous” departures 
from good Red doctrine. This is the French Communist 
whose intervention was responsible in the spring of 
1945 for the unseating of Earl Browder and his replace- 
ment by the trusted Stalinist Mr. Foster. This time, 
however, the party did not conform to Duclos’ bidding. 
Almost unanimously, the convention voted a resolution 


M. Pineau’s 


The UN debate on Algeria ended on February 15 
with the unanimous passing of an unexpectedly mild 
resolution. It made no mention of self-determination 
for the strife-torn area of North Africa. It did not de- 
mand that France negotiate with the Algerian rebels. 
Itmerely expressed the “hope” that a “spirit of coopera- 





tion” might be found that would lead to a solution “in 
conformity with the principles of the Charter of the 
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declaring that the American Communists would in- 
terpret and apply Communist principles as they saw 
fit, “in accordance with the requirements of the Amer- 
ican class struggle and democratic traditions.” The 
convention did not renew Foster’s term as secretary and 
even left in the air the decision whether any national 
officers should be chosen at all. 

This would seem to indicate that U. S. Communists 
have realized at last what a heavy burden around their 
necks is their stultifying subsérvience to Moscow. 
Nevertheless there was no open break in the convention 
between the Stalinists (“left-sectarians”) and the anti- 
Stalinist reformers (“right-opportunists”). There is still 
room for a re-Stalinization of the party should circum- 
stances change. Though the U. S. Communists, like the 
other national! parties, are looking for new ideas, they 
have not irrevocably turned their backs on Kremlin 
leadership. 

The resolutions of the convention tell us little that 
is definite about that second great question in the 
public’s mind: whether the Communists are really in 
the process of altering their basic doctrine. We shall 
comprehend better the real meaning of the recent meet- 
ing when the national committee brings out the new 
party program which it was commissioned to formulate. 
In the meantime one thing is clear: U. $. Communists 
are vividly conscious of the complete isolation to which 
their doctrines and tactics have brought them in this 
country. They sense the need of regaining that accep- 
tance among liberal and reformist groups which was 
once the secret of their influence. They look back with 
nostalgia to the days of the “United Front.” But it will 
take more than the ambiguity of the 16th national con- 
vention to overcome the distrust and scorn with which 
even former allies have come to regard them. Our 
Commies have done precious little to convince the 
American people that their heart does not still belong 
to Moscow. 


“Eurafrica” 


UN.” The decision of the French delegation not to re- 
peat its performance of last year by walking out of the 
debate on Algeria had paid off. 

Curiously, both parties to the dispute over Algeria re- 
garded the outcome of the UN debate as a victory. The 
Arab bloc, which had pressed for UN intervention in 
the three-year-old Algerian revolt, was persuaded that 
the moderate resolution implied UN recognition of the 
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Algerian nationalists. The French looked upon the 
unanimous vote as implying the surrender of their op- 
ponents. 

The interpretation of the vote, however, was far less 
significant than the exchange of ideas which took place 
during ten days of UN debate. On February 4 French 
Foreign Minister Christian Pineau made out a clear and 
cogent case for his Government's position on the Al- 
gerian crisis. His lengthy address before the General 
Assembly had a prophetic tone as he outlined a new 
concept of French relations with Africa: 


[France] is preparing to erect a large Franco- 
African whole, based on a community of cultural, 
economic and strategic interests. She cordially in- 
vites Tunisia and Morocco to associate themselves 
with her in this effort... . On the day when a 
common market—in which the overseas territories 
will be associated—has been created, she would 
like to promote the formation of a Eurafrican 
whole. Europe in its entirety, bringing to Africa 
its capital and its techniques, should enable the 
immense African continent to become an essential 
factor in world politics. 


M. Pineau’s “Eurafrica” may today be only a dream, but 
there is no reason why it cannot eventually be trans- 


The Troubles of Small Business 


The Seventh Annual Report of the Senate Small Busi- 
ness Committee, which appeared early last month, is 
not calculated to quiet fears about the future of private, 
competitive enterprise. It concludes that small business 
firms were in the national limelight last year “chiefly 
because they were the conspicuous stragglers in the 
parade of prosperity.” 

High in the litany of small-business woes detailed by 
the committee was “the concentration of economic 
|power to a degree that approaches the absolute in the 
hands of fewer and fewer large corporations.” The re- 
port emphasized in this connection both the increas- 


ingly high rate of small-business bankruptcies and the: 


persisting strength of the postwar trend toward mer- 
gers. During 1956 more small businesses failed than in 
any year since World War II. The total came to more 
than 12,000—an increase of 16 per cent over 1955. To 
match the 1956 merger rate one had to go back a quar- 
~ ter-century, to the dark depression days of 1931. Last 
year there were more than 900 “competitively signifi- 
cant” mergers. “This pattern of either killing off or 
‘buying out smaller competitors,” said the report, “has 
become a major characteristic of many industries.” 
Why during a year that was notable for vast indus- 
trial expansion did small business lag so badly? In addi- 
tion to the general trend toward bigness, the committee 
emphasized such specific causes as inadequate credit, 
high taxes and a lack of Government contracts. It found 
“discouraging” the Defense Department's performance 
in channeling military contracts to small firms. It called 
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lated into reality. After all “Eurafrica” is no more thay 
the extension of the idea of a European community 
which practical-minded statesmen in the West have 
been striving to achieve for several years. 

Would the intensely nationalistic former colonial 
countries subscribe to the idea of an East-West con. 
munity of nations? M. Pineau’s plea did not fall o 
totally unresponsive ears in the UN. Dr. Charles Malik 
of Lebanon felt that Algeria’s right of self-determina. 
tion could not and would not be denied. At the same 
time he foresaw a North African federation including 
Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia, closely linked to France 
and through France to the West. When this has hap. 
pened, said Dr. Malik, France will be prouder of “the 
new world she has nurtured” than of any of her ac. 
complishments in the past. 

We need more of this type of thinking-out-loud. The 
real problem facing the West in formerly dependent 
areas of the world does not lie in finding solutions to 
sporadic crises, which are only symptoms of the 
disease. It is rather to convince African and Asian na- 
tionalism that genuine independence is possible only in 
cooperation with the free world. M. Pineau’s “Eurafr. 
ca,” with its prospect of common markets and common 
use of resources and capital, is a step in that direction 


the impact of Federal taxes on small businesses unfair 
And it charged that, under the Federal Reserve Board’ 
policy of tight money, small companies were unable to 
obtain credit in necessary amounts and at reasonable 
rates. 

From the nature of these disabilities the committees 
proposals for relief follow very logically. It wants vig- 
orous application of the antitrust statutes to slow dow 
the galloping merger trend. It advocates expanding the 
operations of the Small Business Administration, espe- 
cially its lending operations. It recommends more Gov- 
ernment contracts for small and medium firms. It wants 
the laws against unfair competition strictly enforced 
And finally, it insists that the corporation income tax be 
revised to give small businesses a better break than 
they now enjoy. 

It could be, of course, that the plight of small bus: 
ness is not so desperate as the crusading members ¢ 
this energetic Senate committee believe. The chairmat 
of the Federal Reserve Board, William McChesney 
Martin Jr., maintains, for instance, that on the evidence 
to date small business has not greatly suffered from 
the tight money policy. It might be argued, also, thit 
in view of the high rate of business births the hig 
rate of business failures is not as significant as it might 
otherwise be. Nevertheless, whatever reservations omt 
may have, neither the warnings of the committee n0 
its recommendations for relief should be lightly dé 
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missed. This is especially true, perhaps, of the com 
mittee’s position on the tax difficulties of small busines 
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Only last summer, as Sen. John J. Sparkman reminded 
Treasury Secretary George M. Humphrey recently, the 
President’s Cabinet Committee on Small Business ad- 
yocated tax relief for small and medium business in the 
neighborhood of $600 to $700 million a year. He re- 
called that President Eisenhower had himself endorsed 
this proposal. In view of the President’s warning in his 
budget message—against any tax concession, namely, 
to small business involving more than a “minimum” loss 
of revenue to the Treasury—was Congress to under- 
stand, asked Senator Sparkman, that the White House 
had changed its mind? 


MOVING PRUDENTLY 


From the delicate position in which this question 
placed him, Mr. Humphrey extricated himself with 
customary adroitness. He wouldn't say Yes and he 
couldn't be persuaded to say No—not flatly, that is. 
What he did say, though, gave no comfort to Senator 
Sparkman and other like-minded Congressmen. “If it 
is left to me,” he told the Joint Committee on the Eco- 


Election 


The general election scheduled in the Irish Republic 
for March 5 is being watched with more interest, both 
inside and outside the country, than any Irish election 
in recent years. The two main contenders are the out- 
going Government party, Fine Gael, headed by Prime 
Minister John A. Costello, and the opposition Fianna 
Fail, headed by Eamon de Valera. However, it is among 
the lesser parties that the chief interest lies. 

The Dail (Parliament) just dissolved was pretty 
evenly divided. The Government coalition (Fine Gael, 
Labor, Farmers), with the outside support of Sean 
MacBride’s Clann na Poblachta, had a slender majority 
(73 to 72) over Fianna Fail and the Independents. Mr. 
MacBride on January 28 withdrew his party’s support 
(a total of three votes), and introduced a motion of no 
confidence in the Government. Mr. De Valera likewise 
introduced a no-confidence motion. Under the circum- 
stances, Mr. Costello felt obliged to call for the dis- 
solution of Parliament. 

One ground of Mr. MacBride’s complaint against the 
Government was its actions against the Irish Republi- 
can Army, a body which does not recognize the Anglo- 
Irish treaty of 1921, the Irish Constitution of 1937 or 
the authority of the present Government. The IRA has 
been conducting armed raids on British police and 
military installations in Northern Ireland (See Am. 
12/29/56, p. 364). 

Sinn Féin, “the political arm of the IRA,” hitherto 
unepresented in the Dail, now plans to put forward 
pethaps thirty candidates. Whether they will win more 

an seven or ten seats is questionable~as,it is, also, 
whether they will occupy any seats they win. Seasoned 
observers do not look for the disruption of Fine Gael or 
Fianna Fail. They expect another coalition or, if De 
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nomic Report, “I will recommend against any tax relief 
which depletes our revenues.” 

Taking Mr. Humphrey at his word, Senator Spark- 
man is now plugging a bill (S. 352) that would give 
relief to small business without costing the Treasury 
a cent. This it would accomplish by increasing the 
corporate income-tax load on big business while lighten- 
ing it on small business. The bill calls for a graduated - 
rate scale that would mean tax savings for all com- 
panies with earnings up to $375,000 annually. It makes 
up the loss to the Treasury—and a little more—by hik- 
ing the maximum rate on businesses earning more than 
$375,000 from the present 52 to 55 per cent. 

Though it is not hard to think of arguments against 
this approach, Congress is likely to explore it anyway. 
It happens to represent one of the few practical ways, 
politically speaking, by which small-business taxes can 
be cut without loss to the Treasury. From a moral 
standpoint, it would appear to be an application of the 
ability-to-pay principle enshrined for many years now 
in the personal income tax. 


in Eire 


Valera can win a clear majority (which seems prob- 
able enough), a Fianna Fail Government. Yet in this 
election are elements that make prediction hazardous. 
The country is tired of living with a straitened econ- 
omy, with unemployment, with the constant drain of 
emigration. The present Government has by austerity 
measures almost eliminated the unfavorable balance of 
trade; but unemployment has meantime risen to 92,000 
from the 70,000 of a year ago. For a population of some 
3 million, these are serious figures. There seems to be a 
feeling among many people that both Fianna Fail and 
Fine Gael are coasting along on worn-out policies in- 
stead of coming up with some dynamic solutions. 
Though the IRA has been unequivocally condemned 
by the leadership of both Fine Gael and Fianna Fail, 
as well as by the Catholic bishops, the funerals of two 
young IRA men killed recently in raids on the North 


~ evoked massive public demonstrations of sympathy. 


Such demonstrations doubtless are aimed primarily at 
the Northern Government and the British Government, 
but they reflect also the frustration induced by 85 years 
of failure to hasten the reuniting of Ireland. 

These demonstrations were the object of a solemn 
warning by Prime Minister Costello on January 6 that 
“nobody can have it both ways”: 


No one can profess loyalty to the democratic in- 
stitutions of this state and at the same time appear 
to sympathize with minority groups which defy 
these institutions. . . . Neither appeals for sym- 
pathy . .. nor natural sorrow for tragic deaths 
should be allowed to betray any of us into an ap- 
pearance of encouraging these actions, \ 


The election will show whether the voters, especially 
the young voters, have takén this warning to heart. 
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Catholic and Protestant on the Continent 
Erik von Kuebnelt-Leddihn 


relations are like in their own country and in 
Britain, may have certain difficulties in imagin- 
ing how Catholics and Protestants get along with each 
other in continental Europe. It was there, after all, that 
the terrible modern cleavage in religion had its origin. 

In dealing with Europe, of course, all generalizing 
becomes extremely difficult, because diversity, not 
uniformity, is the keynote of the Old World. First of 
all, we have carefully to distinguish between countries 
where the Catholics form a large majority and those 
where the Protestants are the bulk of the population. 
Areas where the two faiths are almost equally repre- 
sented are rare. Switzerland, the Netherlands and 
Western Germany, to be sure, are 40-50 per cent Catho- 
lic; but even in these countries distinct lines can be 
neatly drawn, dividing them into overwhelmingly 
Protestant or Catholic regions. 

The traveler with a discerning eye will immediately 
sense when his car crosses lines of demarcation, which 
frequently coincide with administrative boundaries. 
Coming from a Protestant district into a Catholic one, 
he will see that the villages are less clean, perhaps, 
but more picturesque, that there are more children in 
the streets, more flowers, more music. The church and 
the inn will be open longer. There are more visible 
signs of religion, but also more holidays, more leisure, 
more laughter. 

Contrary to what the American visitor may expect, 
it is frequently the Protestant village or town which 
has better kept its medieval character. The Reformation, 
we must never forget, was essentially a medieval re- 
action against humanism and the “pagan” Renaissance. 
Cathedrals, churches and chapels have more faithfully 
preserved their Romanesque or Gothic heritage in the 
Lutheran parts of Germany than in Catholic parts. 


| MERICANS, WHO KNOW what interdenominational 


LUTHERAN “ORTHODOXY”’ 


The name “Protestant,” it must be said, is vague 
and inadequate. The relationship between Catholics 
and Lutherans is not the same as that between Catholics 





Dr. vON KUEHNELT-LEDDIHN, who was educated in 
Austria and Hungary, returned to Europe in 1947 after 
ten years of teaching in the United States. He is the 
author of several novels and many magazine articles. 
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and Calvinists, who usually call themselves members of 
the “Reformed Church.” There are theological no less 
than historical reasons for this difference. 

Lutheran theology is nearer to Catholic teaching than 
is the Genevan doctrine. Indeed, the official creed of 
the Lutherans, the Augsburg Confession of 1530, repre. 
sents an effort to leave a door open for reunion. The 
door may not be wide enough for that particular pur. 
pose, but the fact remains that Melanchthon succeeded 
at Augsburg in omitting some of the harshest formule- 
tions. It was, for example, Melanchthon’s achievement 
to have eliminated mention of predestination. 

In German-speaking countries one has the feeling 
that the debates between Luther and his great Catholic 
adversary, Dr. Johann von Eck, are still going on in 
a sort of undertone. In fact, there are annual confer- 
ences between Lutheran and Catholic theologians on 
the highest level, for discussion of salient differences 
between the two faiths. These theologians—twelve on 
each side—do not meet in public, but their talks are 
of the greatest importance. 

There are other contacts, on a broader basis, such 
as the Una Sancta movement, and a host of major or 
minor organizations which draw their membership from 
all Christian forces, the biggest being the CDU-CSU, 
the Christian Democratic party. Sometimes separate 
religious groups intimately cooperate in their work. 
The Evangelical and Catholic Railroad Missions, for 
instance, frequently have common shelters. 

In countries like Switzerland and the Netherlands, 
where Calvinists flourish, and in France, where Calvin- 
ists number about 4 per cent but wield great moral 
intellectual and financial influence, relationships be- 
tween the two creeds are less harmonious. Calvinism 
is, as we said before, a more radical departure from the 
Catholic faith than Lutheranism. Contacts between the 
two clergies are few and far between, though World 
War II brought a lessening of tension, especially i 
France. 

Thus the recent publication by a Catholic firm in the 
Netherlands of a volume written by Calvinist and 
Catholic theologians, discussing together problems 0 
dissent, produced a real sensation. Yet how deep anti: 
Catholic sentiments in Switzerland can be, is testified 
to by an incident that happened not long ago. Restor? 
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brought to light some old frescoes. The Protestant 
minister, worried by the re-emergence of a piece of 
“‘popish” art, destroyed them overnight. Violent pro- 
tests, needless to say, came from all quarters. 

This latter affair, however, was an isolated case. 
It is all the more surprising since a papal coat of arms 
can still be seen in St. Peter’s Cathedral in Geneva, 
the “Mother Church” of Calvinism, in a stained-glass 
window to the left of the high altar. There are, more- 
over, in Switzerland a few Simultan-kirchen, churches 
which since the time of the Reformation belong to 
both Catholics and Protestants. In Germany and in 
Alsace there are about forty of them, used at specified 
times by the two communities. Ordinarily they have 
Catholic and Protestant blackboards on either side of 
the main entrance, and different altars are used for 
the various services. 

Still, it is very significant that the Catholics, who 
constitute 40 per cent of the Netherlands population 
(like the Catholics who make up three-fourths of Bos- 
ton’s population), will not carry their religion into 
the marketplace. Not even in solidly Catholic ’s Herto- 
genbosch or in Nijmegen is there an outdoor Corpus 
Christi procession; and the same situation prevails in 
Geneva, which is more than half Catholic. But in 
Lutheran Berlin, where the Catholics amount to only 
10 per cent of the population, there is a Corpus Christi 
procession in every parish. This institution was cher- 
ished by devout Protestants in the darkest years of 
Nazi persecution; they walked behind the Eucharist, 
thus demonstrating publicly against paganism and for 
Christian unity in face of the common foe. 

There are theological reasons for the difference be- 
tween Calvinist and Lutheran attitudes toward this 
Catholic feast. Lutherans reject the Calvinist notion 
that Holy Communion is merely a “memorial supper”; 
thus, when watching a Corpus Christi procession, they 
understand its implications. They remember, too, that 
their own ancestors participated in precisely the same 


celebration. 
LONG MEMORIES 


It is important to grasp this last point if one wishes 
to understand Protestant-Catholic relations on the Con- 
tment. Unlike their co-religionists in the greater part 
of the United States, European Protestants fully realize 
that they have received their Christian heritage from 
Catholic hands; their churches, their ecclesiastical 
language and art, their basic civic and cultural concepts, 
certainly antedate 1517. In Great Britain, of course, the 
idea has been officially propagated that there were 
native “English” churches from the early Middle Ages 
on, which Roman influences corrupted at a later date. 
Such views never had their analogies on the Continent, 
where Protestants are keenly aware of their secession 
as well as of their “Roman” past. Protestants in the 
United States, on the other hand, have the impression 
that they were preceded only by the Red Indian. 

American and British visitors to Lutheran cathedrals 
and churches on the’Continent will be surprised by the 
fact that these never suffered under that terrible icono- 
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clasm which left English and Scottish cathedrals so 
bare and desolate. In Nuremberg’s church of St. Law- 
rence the absence of confessionals—which did not come 
into use before 1610—is the only indication that this is a 
Lutheran, not a Catholic church. 

In the same city St. Sebaldus’, a Lutheran church 
badly damaged in the air raids but now in the process 
of reconstruction, is extremely rich in Marian art. It’ 
harbors the famous tomb of St. Sebaldus, the master- 
piece of Peter Vischer. A joint Evangelical-Catholic 
commission opens this shrine every tenth year to exam- 
ine the body of the saint. 

All this may come as a surprise to those who look 
for greater affinity between Anglicans and Catholics 
than between Lutherans and Catholics. But the fact 
remains that the Thirty-Nine Articles are profoundly 
Calvinist in inspiration, and history shows that Catho- 
lics have always fared better under German (even 
Prussian ) Lutheranism than in otherwise liberal Britain. 


YEARNING FOR REUNION 


On the other hand, we must not forget that while 
the term “Protestant” was first used to mean the Luther- 
ans protesting against the rulings of the Diet of Speyer 
in 1529, Protestants in Germany today prefer to be 
called “Evangelicals.” Among Lutherans we find a 
general feeling that the division of Western Christen- 
dom was a real catastrophe, and we repeatedly hear 
from Lutheran divines that if Luther were alive today, 
he would have no reason or desire to start his movement. 

Catholics are equally conscious of the fact that abuses 
in the times of their ancestors powerfully contributed 
to our common misfortune. Catholics, indeed, have 
ceased to see as an entirely unmixed blessing the spirit 
emanating from the Council of Trent. We frequently 
encounter in Catholic books citations of the humble, 
self-accusing words of Pope Adrian VI, uttered by his 
legate, Francesco Chieregati, at the Diet of Nurem- 
berg in 1523. That the division itself is something 
scandalous, shameful and only of a temporary nature 
is a sentiment found in both camps. 

No wonder, then, that European Catholic and Luther- 
an churchmen know each other well. True, in 1950 there 
was a period of general tension and uneasiness when the 
encyclical Humani Generis and the promulgation of the 
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dogma of the Assumption created the impression among 
sensitive Evangelicals that thereby the chances of re- 
union were severely jeopardized. This stiffening, how- 
ever, was apparent only in intellectual circles. 

At the last big Catholic Congress in Berlin the Catho- 
lic chairman, a South German bishop, stayed in the 
home of the Lutheran Bishop Dibelius during the whole 
week. Accomodations for the Catholic visitors were 
arranged for partly by Evangelical agencies, and Lu- 
theran churches were used for Catholic meetings. At 
every Katholikentag an official Lutheran orator is 
featured. 

Catholic periodicals like Hochland have an Evangel- 
ical adviser on their editorial boards, a fact duly noted 
in every issue. Conversely, Evangelical academies invite 
Catholic guest speakers, and at the last big Evangelical 
rally in Stuttgart, the Lutheran weekly Christ und Welt 
carried, in a special edition, no less than six articles 
written by Catholics. The most noteworthy was one 
by a Jesuit, Franz zu Lowenstein, in which he ex- 
horted his Evangelical brethren to stick faithfully to 
the common deposit of faith and not to flirt with 
subjectivism and relativism. 


NEW VIEW OF LUTHER 


Looking at theological literature, we find among 
Catholics and Lutherans a growing understanding of 
each other. The picture of Luther in Catholic quarters 
has been radically revised—we are thinking of such 
authors as Karl Adam, Johannes Hesse, Yves Congar, 
Mathias Laros and J. Lortz. Some of the best historians 
also have readjusted their opinions; the loveless judg- 
ments of Grisar and Denifle have largely been corrected. 
It is evident today that Luther was not simply a 
“neurotic who wanted to marry a nun,” and that he 
cannot be considered just “an early liberal eager for 
more freedom, progress and enlightenment,” either. 

Both sides admit now that the reformer was funda- 
mentally a medieval, who rose in wrath against human- 
ism and the spirit of the Renaissance—both of which 
had the moral and financial support of the Papacy. 
The broadmindedness, the liberality, the intellectualism, 
the sloth and sensuousness of the Catholic world re- 
volted Luther. To them he opposed greater strictness, 
greater severity and a childlike, submissive faith that 
rejected logical reasoning. He was anything but the 
“first modern man”—a title more justly attributed to 
Cardinal Nicholas of 
Cusa, another bril- 
liant German (1401- 
1464), 

The new evaluation 
of Luther may serve 
to explain the sinking 
reputation, among the 
neo-liberals, of this 
great religious genius 
and “wrestler with 
truth.” Against such a 
background one can 























easily imagine what harm was done by the American 
film Martin Luther, which revived all the nonsense that 
people believed in the 19th century. It was severely 
handled by leading secular newspapers, while Catholic 
periodicals were “sadly regretful.” One must not forget 
that Germany is in the front line of the cold war and 
that the religious division of the German people is a 
political as well as a religious wound on the body of 
Germany. The showing of a film like Martin Luther 
was no less divisive and in bad taste than, let us say, 
the featuring of a highly partial and one-sided German 
film on race relations in the United States. The net re. 
sults (luckily passing) were ill-feeling among _ the 
masses and anti-Americanism among intellectuals. 

Yet Catholic-Evangelical contacts are not the privi- 
lege solely of Germany. In Austria, too, we have seen 
a Cardinal and a Lutheran bishop jointly presiding over 
a congress for Christian films and inaugurating an 
exhibition of ecclesiastic art. France—where the situa- 
tion is more difficult on account of the Catholic-Calvin- 
ist antithesis—has a theological review, Dieu Vivant, 
with a mixed board. Even the outstanding Carmelite 
review, Etudes Carmélitaines, occasionally features Jew- 
ish, Protestant and schismatic authors. Calvinist Switz- 
erland is, of course, not as free and easy as the Ger- 
manies. 

In Sweden and Denmark, on the other hand, contacts 
are multiplying. In Sweden, especially, Catholic theol- 
ogy is being taken seriously by Lutheran divines. Many 
of them maintain that the Lutheran hierarchy of Swe- 
den possesses the Apostolic Succession. In Scandinavia, 
moreover, Catholic forms of worship have been better 
preserved than anywhere else in the Protestant world. 
When I last visited Finland, Marian feasts were public 
holidays: February 2, March 25, August 15 and Decem- 
ber 8. 

The Reformation never had in the North the charac- 
ter of a popular movement. It was based on a deal 
between kings and bishops, without letting the people 
realize that a change had actually taken place. In 
Iceland the Reformation was accompanied by a san- 
guinary rebellion. The Icelanders, led by their bishop, 
Jon Aras6n, rose in revolt against the Danish overlords, 
who introduced Lutheran teachings. Arasén was finally 
captured (1550) and beheaded. The Icelanders were 
forced to accept the new creed, but the memory of 
Arason is still alive, and he is the national hero of the 
island—a Catholic martyr-bishop who is the national 
hero of a Lutheran nation. 

All this does not mean that there are never diffi 
culties between European Catholics and Protestants. 
There is a bitter minority in Germany, led by Pastor 
Niemoeller and deeply afraid of a Vatican-dominated 
Europe, whose battle cry is “Rather Moscow than 
Rome!” They are opposed by equally prominent Protes- 
tant ecclesiastics. Not yet, however, is there any immée 
diate hope for reunion. 

Much as both sides deplore the division, there are 











doctrinal differences between Catholics and Evangel 
cals. Some of them rest only on misunderstandings, but 
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three of this year’s most vital BOOkS... 


A POPULAR HISTORY 
OF THE REFORMATION 


BY PHILIP HUGHES 
author of A Popular History of the Catholic Church 
e 


Now, in the only book of its kind in print, the fore- 
most Catholic historian in the English-speaking world 
portrays the events, characters and background of the 
Reformation. Here are Luther, Zwingli, Erasmus, 
More, Henry VIII, Calvin and all the other key figures 
who emerge in the full vigor of their striking person- 
alities. The result is a magnificent volume by a brilliant 
scholar that becomes, upon publication, the standard 
one-volume work on the subject. $4.00 


GREAT CATHOLICS IN 


AMERICAN HISTORY 
BY THEODORE MAYNARD 


Here is the human drama of the Church in America, told in 
twenty-one vivid biographical sketches of this country’s 
leading Catholics. Part historical, part biographical — all 
fascinating — the lives of people from Pére Marquette and 
Mother Seton to Mother Cabrini and Al Smith are unfor- 
gettably recaptured in this book. $3.75 





ON THE TRUTH OF THE 


CATHOLIC FAITH 
(SUMMA CONTRA GENTILES) 
BY ST. THOMAS AQUINAS 


Now, at last, a complete, modern translation of the work 
that has been called “the basic statement of Catholicism” 
is available in one uniform set of five volumes. Just pub- 
lished in Book Four: Salvation, the final volume in this 
imperishable work. Final volume $3.00, complete set $13.00 
Ask your bookseller for information about the 
complete set or write directly to the publisher. 


others are fundamental differences that cannot be ex- 
plained away. Relativism on the Continent is a thing 
of the past. This is well understood by both sides. There 
is no room for the attitude that “I think I am right in 
my own way, and you think you are right in your way. 
Probably we are, both of us, right and wrong, so let’s 
make it fifty-fifty.” There is no “communion in sacred 
things.” At major meetings, Catholics and Protestants 
will attend Mass or Divine Service separately; only 
simple prayers are said in common. I have, however, 
once heard the Te Deum sung jointly by Lutherans and 
Catholics. 

By and large, I believe there is more mutual toler- 
ance in public life on the Continent than there is in 
either the United States or Britain. Nevertheless, re- 
ligions have their folklore, their sociological and _politi- 
cal implications. To wealthy burghers in the north of 
Holland, the mild leftism of the Catholic immigrants 
coming in droves from the south is highly suspect. 
Austrian aristocrats see in Lutheranism a “typical mid- 
dle-class” religion with Pan-German undertones, 

There is a general Protestant tendency to see in 
Catholic culture and civilization a haven for illiterates 
and highbrows, a realm of sloth, laziness and anarchy, 
full of demonic and eerie implications. Catholics are 
credited with too much imaginatioh to be reliable or 
tidy or punctual. Catholics, in turn, accuse Protestants 
of puritanical hypocrisy and charge that they lack ar- 
tistic sense, imagination, warmth and human tolerance. 
The gifts, virtues and vices of the two religions point, 
indeed, in different directions. 

Nothing is a greater obstacle to fruitful collaboration 
than an inferiority complex on one side or the other. 
In the 19th and early 20th centuries, this weakness 
characterized European Catholics decidedly more than 
their Protestant brethren. Nineteenth-century Protes- 
tantism was allied with the great secular forces: na- 
tionalism, liberalism, “progressivism” and the whole 
aftermath of the Enlightenment. But today these secu- 
lar allies, either through defeat or internal bankruptcy, 
have gone down the drain of history, and Evangelical 
Christianity must now stand on its own feet. 

Deprived of its secular props and its secular illusions, 

















it is returning to its religious fundamentals, to its basic 
Christian tenets and positions. This evolution, together 
with common sufferings in an immediate past and 
common apprehensions of a still darker future, is bring. 
ing Rome and Wittenberg closer together. 

There is a certain Protestant “inferiority complex’ 
acting as a brake on this rapprochement, but we do not 
think that it can seriously endanger it. This sense of 
inferiority springs from various sources. The most in- 
portant is probably the spectacle of the Catholic 
Church—whose speedy disappearance has so often been 
prophesied—weathering the worst storms and resuming 
her course with renewed vigor. This has encouraged 
Lutherans—and Calvinists, too—to go back to the live 
sources of the Reformation, to the point where division 
took place, instead of making fruitless concessions to 
an ever-changing “spirit of the times.” 


HERE IN AMERICA 


The reader will probably wonder why relationships 
between Catholics and Protestants in the United States 
are so different from those in Europe. We have already 
given a few hints, but we will venture to add another 
consideration. The cause of this malaise, it seems to 
me, lies primarily in the 19th-century character of 
American Protestantism, with its two wings of Funda- 
mentalism and Liberalism. Rome, to the Fundamental- 
ists, is the Scarlet Woman with whom they will ‘have 
no truck. To the Liberals the Catholic Church seems to 
be “un-American,” “Fascist,” “arrogant” and “exclusive.” 
They shun the question of absolute truth—or any other 
absolutes; and for this reason an intellectual dialog be- 
tween Protestant liberals and Catholic thinkers usually 
proves rather futile. Thus groups eager and ready for 
a colloquy and collaboration are few and far between. 

American Catholics likewise often cling to 19th-cen- 
tury usages, trends and outlooks. They recall that they 
were until recently a socially depressed body, and 
they fear—not entirely without justification—the specter 
of religious relativism and indifferentism. They have, 
moreover, never outlived the shock of the Roman ac- 
cusation of “Americanism.” The accusation was quite 
unjust and the Vatican hastened afterwards to set the 
record straight. [See Theodore Maynard, Story of 
American Catholicism (Macmillan, 1941), Ch. 25. Ep.] 
But the traumatic effect, unfortunately, has not yet 
worn off. As a result of this situation we see most U. S. 
Protestant periodicals treating Catholic activities with 
thinly veiled hostility if not with actual venom, while 
the Catholics subtly revenge themselves by methodical- 
ly ignoring the Protestant world. 

Here in Europe we celebrated not long ago two an- 
niversaries connected with the city of Augsburg: the 
battle of the Lechfeld (955), in which the Magyar 
hordes, the great Eastern menace to Central Europe, 
were thrown back; and the religious peace of Augsburg 
(1555), in which the first armistice after the Reforma- 
tion was concluded between Catholics and Evangeli- 
cals. We are now getting nearer to religious peace. But 
we also know that peace is not enough. 
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ARE YOU GIVING UP TREACLE PUDDING THIS LENT? 


Cardinal Newman once did—a rather 
endearing detail which you will find 
among weightier matters in: 


AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL 


WRITINGS 
by 


John Henry Newman 





This contains all the auto- 
biographical material found 
among his papers. Some 
has been printed before (in 
cut and modified form}, all 
the rest is newly released. 


$4.50 


If you plan to read the Bible: 
A PATH THROUGH GENESIS 


by Bruce Vawter, C.M. 


The text of Genesis with a commentary which makes it 
not only understandable but attractive. It helps with the 
rest of the Old Testament, too. Illus. $4.00 


THEY SAW HIS GLORY 
by Maisie Ward 


The fruits of the great work done on the New Testament 
by critics and archeologists in one handy very readable 
volume. A book for all who want to get the most from 
their reading of the Gospels and Acts. $4.50 


THE HOLY BIBLE 


Translated by Msgr. Ronald Knox 
IN ONE VOLUME 


This comes in several editions: for Lenten reading none 
is better than the least expensive: maroon cloth. $7.50 


For straighi spiritual reading: 


THE INNER SEARCH 
by Dom Hubert van Zeller, O.S.B. 


On prayer, asceticism and mysticism. Written for priests 
and nuns but excellent for anyone who loves the life of 
prayer. Coming on March 13th. $3.00 





THE WINDOW IN THE WALL 
by Msgr. Ronald Knox 
Twenty sermons on the 
Blessed Sacrament— 
as delightful as The 
Mass in Slow Mo- 
tion, but intended 


for grown-ups. $2.75 








For 
Relaxation: 


THE WAY IT WORKED OUT 
by G. B. Stern 


A sequel to All in Good Time in which the author con- 
tinues the story of her adventures as a Catholic. $2.50 





Shane Leslie's 
GHOST BOOK 


The author's own collection of "Catholic ghost stories" 
and a discussion of the Catholic attitude to ghosts. $3.00 


A RIGHT TO BE MERRY 
by Sister Mary Francis, P.C. 


After reading this Poor Clare's joyous account of her life 
you will find yourself in love with her Order. $3.00 


Order from any bookstore 


The current Trumpet contains extracts from some of the books above, reviews 
of others, complete descriptions of all of them, and of course plenty of other 
ideas for Lenten reading. If you would like to get the Trumpet, free and post- 


paid, write to Agatha MacGill at— 


SHEED & WARD 


New York 3 








stance, and the man down the street, the butcher, 

the baker and the candlestick maker. How much 
do we owe? That’s a question more difficult to answer 
than most of us realize. We may know how much we 
owe individually; but we may not know how much we 
owe cooperatively—for our share of our city, county and 
State and National governments. 

An even more difficult question is this: do we owe 
too much? Authorities are worrying about this; but so 
far they don’t think we owe too much, at least if our 
present comparatively full employment continues. 

Speaking of individuals en masse, a Federal Reserve 
Board survey states that personal debts are owed by 
83 per cent of all U. S. family units. There is, of course, 
a more extensive use of credit today than ever before 
in our national history. The attitude of people toward 
debt has changed considerably. Many families who 
formerly prided themselves on never owing anything 
to anybody are now more than willing to pay a dollar 
down and so much a week. 

In its February 25, 1956 issue (p. 574) AMERICA 
quoted a report stating that the average family owed 
about $1,330 in installment debt and another $300 or 
so in consumer debt. 

Of the installment debt, $542 was due on an auto- 
mobile, $288 on furniture and appliances and $204 on 
personal advances. 

In the consumer-debt total of around $300, about 
$123 was for charge accounts of various kinds, $103 on 
single-payment loans and $68 on doctor bills. To this 
should also be added an average figure of $5,700 out- 
standing on a housing mortgage. 

There was a great rise in credit during 1955, and one 
of the factors that contributed to this was the un- 
precedented sale of new automobiles. The very easy 
credit terms offered to buyers must be considered a 
major reason for this increase. Some dealers and lend- 
ers, said the March, 1956, monthly letter of the First 
National City Bank of New York, “liberalized terms in 
1955 well beyond previously accepted standards. They 
broadened the market and increased sales, but they 


Fine: IT SEEMS, OWES MONEY—you and I, for in- 





Mr. ANDERSON, besides being managing editor of the 
Newark archdiocesan weekly, The Advocate, does free- 
lance writing. 
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Do We Owe Too Much? 
Floyd Anderson 


also brought into question the soundness of credit based 
on such terms.” The bank letter quoted Allan Sproul, 
then president of the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York, who declared: 


I am disturbed, not by the total amount of con- 
sumer credit, but by the fact or the indication that 
successive relaxation of terms has been largely re- 
sponsible for keeping the ball in the air. This is a 
problem which cannot go on indefinitely. . . . 


An indication of this is the long terms of the loan 
granted for purchase of new cars, and the extremely 
low down payments asked. Many a buyer on such terms 
has found, after making payments on his car for a year, 
that the net sale value of the car is less than he owes 
in remaining payments. 

If there is any slackening in employment, as there 
has been in some areas at times, these people run into 
serious trouble. They are unable to keep up the pay- 
ments on their cars, and they cannot sell them for 
enough to liquidate the indebtedness. And throughout 
the year 1956, credit reports showed “larger than 
seasonal” increases in automobile financing. 

At the end of October, 1956, a total of nearly $145 
billion was outstanding on “automobile paper.” Experts 
point out that the gain over the previous year was 
“only” a little more than $1 billion—a “modest” 7.5 per 
cent. But they use that phraseology because of what 
happened the previous year. Through October, 1955, 
the increase in automobile installment credit outstand- 
ing was $3.4 billion—a jump of 35 per cent over 1954. 

Perhaps the reason for the “modest” nature of the in- 
crease is that a great proportion of those who pur 
chased their automobiles in 1955 were paying for them 
in 1956, and will be paying for them through 1957 and 
well into 1958. Only then will many of them have con- 
pleted their automobile payments. 

If our economy continues to expand, the increased 
amount of installment credit will probably cause little 
national harm. But if any sort of slight recession occurs, 
the credit shoe will begin to pinch; and the lack of 
credit may withdraw from the marketplace badly 
needed purchasing power. 

A credit pinch like that affects all of us. This is shows 
in towns and cities everywhere whenever there is 4 
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Thomas Verner Moore 


THE LIFE OF MAN 
WITH GOD 


This book reveals the inmost spiritual life of those who 
live with God. From accounts in their own words of 
people in all walks of life, Father Moore—a doctor, a psy- 
chiatrist, and now a Carthusian monk—presents a compre- 
hensive description of contemporary spiritual life; he 
includes the questionnaire, answered by lay people as 
well as members of orders, for a personal examination of 
one’s state of grace. “Should prove immensely helpful to 
many misled and bewildered people.”—A. J. Cronin $3.95 


Thomas Merton’s 


THE SEVEN STOREY 
MOUNTAIN 


His famous autobiography—the story of a worldly, spoiled 
young man who, at the age of twenty-six, entered a Trap- 
pist monastery. “A twentieth-century form of the Confes- 
sions of St. Augustine.” —Bishop Fulton J. Sheen. “It is to 
a book like this that men will turn a hundred years from 
now to find out what went on in the heart of man in this 
cruel century.”—Clare Boothe Luce $3.50 


NO MAN IS AN ISLAND 


As few men ever have, he is able to share with others his 
own living experience of God’s love. He shows how the 
life of the spirit, far from isolating us from life, brings 
us into the fullest contact with reality. “Thomas Merton 
is one of the ablest spiritual writers of our time. The book 
should find its place among the enduring works of Chris- 
tian spirituality.”—Commonweal $3.95 


The roads men follow that lead to God 
















Omer Englebert 


THE LAST OF THE 
CONQUISTADORS: 
JUNIPERO SERRA 


The magnificent story of the indomitable Father Serra, 
Franciscan Missionary, founder of California, and candi- 
date for sainthood. His perilous journeys through unex- 
plored wilds, his struggle with military governors, his 
devotion to the Indians, and his herculean achievement 
in establishing the missions now rooted in the West are 
portrayed in this vivid biography of a great man who be- 
came an almost legendary figure. “A pleasure to read... 
a lively, well-constructed work of art.”—Aldous Huxley. 

$6.00 


Francis X. Weiser’s 


best-selling trilogy 


THE HOLYDAY BOOK 
THE CHRISTMAS BOOK 
THE EASTER BOOK 


Beautifully illustrated by Robert Frankenberg. Each of 
these delightful books describes the origin and the mean- 
ing of our great Christian celebrations and customs. Rich 
in the lore and legend of many centuries and many lands, 
here is the story of the feast days, of the sign of the Cross 
and the Christmas tree, of Halloween masks and hot cross 
buns, and scores of other intriguing subjects. Colorful, 
fascinating, reverent, these are chronicles of lasting Chris- 
tian significance. Each, $3.00 


Atall booksellers HARCOURT, BRACE AND COMPANY ; 





for a strike. The whole town’s business suffers—and the 
same effect on a greater scale would result if the cause 
were spread over any larger geographical area. 


HAZARDS OF EASY CREDIT 


Some of the financing companies are showing con- 
cern about this whole matter of extended credit. In the 
summer of 1955, General Motors Acceptance Corpora- 
tion sent booklets to dealers, showing the danger of 30- 
month and 36-month repayment terms. In the latter 
case, for instance, with 36 months to pay and one-third 
down payment, there is “a potential danger zone” of 
10.2 months during which the customer owes more 
than the market value of the car he bought. 

Thus far we have considered on a national scale the 
danger of the expanding and ever easier credit terms. 
But what of the danger to the individual? 

First, in buying on credit he is paying much more for 
whatever he buys. If he were to pay a straight eight 
per cent interest on a three-year credit term, his pur- 
chase would cost him 24 per cent more—almost a fourth 
of the purchase price. 

But often the interest rate is considerably higher than 
a straight eight per cent of the amount owed. Often it 
is taken as eight per cent of the total for three years, 
even though the amount owed is constantly decreasing 
as payments are made. In the end, the customer may be 
charged as much as twice the straight eight per cent, 
if the interest paid is compared with the actual net 
amount owed from month to month. 

Easier credit terms create other hazards too. It is 
made so easy to borrow that people dig their own credit 
graves. They reach a point where they owe more than 
they can possibly pay on their current income—and 
then they are in serious difficulty. 

This was indicated in a report of 1,800 member firms 
of the National Consumer Finance Association. It stated 
that almost a third of their customers borrowed to re- 
pay multiple creditors. 

In non-technical language, this means that such bor- 
rowers had gotten into too deep water financially, and 
had to borrow again. And they had to pay high interest 

rates again, all in 
r order to liquidate 
their original debts. 

Early last year this 
sort of practice at- 
tracted the attention 
of the New York State 
Legislature. It had up 
for consideration a 
bill to outlaw firms 
which take over and 
handle your house- 
hold debts—for a fee. 

This “debt-pooling” 
is another outgrowth 
of the prevalent easy 
credit terms. A family 
which finds itself 
hopelessly in debt 

















may go to one of these companies and contract to cor. 
bine all its obligations into one weekly or monthly pay. 
ment to the debt-pooling firm. Usually the lump-suy 
payment includes a 10- to 25-per-cent fee for the dehy. 
pooling company, which then pays out the remainde 
to the various creditors involved. 

One of the New York legislators called the debj. 
pooling scheme “this meanest racket.” The then At 
torney General, Jacob K. Javits, charged that the dehy. 
pooling companies lure the financially distressed with 
deceptive advertising, charge excessive fees and pre 
upon the poorly educated and those in the lower jn. 
come brackets. The Legislature passed the bill, 135 
8, and it was signed by Gov. Averell Harriman short) 
after. In signing, he declared that “there is no absolut: 
right to engage in a business that conflicts with the 
public interest. In my opinion, budget planning . . , i 
such a business.” 

This debt-peoling practice was outlawed in 1955 in 
Pennsylvania, Maine and Massachusetts. 

Those unfortunate persons who become involved 
with the debt-pooling arrangements often do not realize 
what they are doing. They have been sucked into ex 
cessive buying through fantastically easy credit terms 
They flounder around trying to make payments, and 
when the pressure becomes too great, they borrow on 
their signature, on their furniture, on their car—on any- 
thing that is still free and clear of any lien. 

When they have nothing more on which to borrov, 
they are forced to turn to the personal-loan companies, 
to the debt-pooling companies—or to “skip,” to move 
out between the dark and the dawn, leaving no for 
warding address and hoping that the loan company 
will never find them. 

This is but a part, and perhaps only a small part, of 
the debt picture. 


PUBLIC DEBT 


Government units all have debts; and the amount 
seems to be growing constantly. The reader knows as 
well as I do that the debts of our governments are 
owed by the individual citizens. It is the citizens—and 
their children, and their children’s children—who wil 
have to pay these debts. 

In June, 1956 a Government survey showed an it- 
creasing tendency of State and local governments to 
borrow for new public construction. Many such govern 
ment units had been on a pay-as-you-go plan. The sur 
vey, published jointly by the Commerce and Labor De 
partments, said that debt financing of States rose from 
about 15 per cent of capital expenditure in the 1947-49 
period to 30 per cent in 1952-1954—practically double 
the previous figure. 

Public-works expenditures by State and local gov- 
ernments from 1947 through 1954 amounted to $485 
billion, and 51 per cent of this was borrowed. These 
expenditures were for highways, schools, housing, sat 
tation, water supply, hospitals, etc.—all very necessary 
projects. But the percentage of money borrowed to do 
the jobs, the survey showed, increased steadily throug! 
out the years. 
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Add to this the Federal debt, the $273 billion of U. S. 
gcurities on which we pay interest of some $7 billion 
ayear. Then add to that the “easy payment” consumer- 
wedit total of almost $40.2 billion at the end of October, 
1956—and you will have some idea of how much we 
owe. 

These are staggering figures; and they are increasing 
almost daily. They could be danger signals to all of us, 
because we—you and I and the millions of other tax- 
payers throughout the United States—do owe all of this, 
in one form or another. If we live in a State, we have a 
responsibility for our share of the debt; the same holds 
for our city, our county. And as the debt rises, so do 
our annual payments—meaning the taxes we pay. 

Do we owe too much? For the individual, on his per- 
gnal credit arrangements, it is a matter of his own 
ibility to pay, his own future prospects. Credit, of 
course, has given a tremendous boost to sales of all 
kinds, and has helped the present flourishing state of 
business. But the individual has to watch that he does 
not get beyond his financial depth. 

The seller, too, has an obligation not to let the buyer 
go too far in debt. The seller has at his disposal all the 
legal means of enforcing payment. He can sue, he can 
attach the buyer's wages, and in general he can make 
life very difficult and unpleasant for the debtor unless 
he pays. But there is a moral obligation on the seller as 
well as on the buyer, even if it is not enforceable at 
hw, to see that the buyer does not go too deeply into 


debt. 


The individual has also an obligation in his role in 
government, as a citizen of his community. He has a 
responsibility for the debts incurred by public authori- 
ties, for these are debts that he too owes, and that he 
too must help to repay—with interest—over many a year 
to come. 

How much do you owe? Do you owe too much? 





Articles to Appear Soon: 
Tough, high-ranking Italian Communist Pietro 
Secchia was sent to Milan to checkmate soft- 
spoken Archbishop Montini’s efforts to win the 
workers to the Church. The result, as reported by 
the New York Times: “Church Defeats Milan Red 
Chief.” Rev. JosepH N. Moopy, who described the 
Archbishop’s work in our issue of last September 
(“Milan on the March”), will further discuss 
his techniques for beating the Reds at their own 
game by offering a better—and Christian—answer 
to the problems that beset an industrial society. 


“The closer the relationship that exists between 
questions on race and the family unit, the higher 
is the tension that is generated.” This high-tension 
area will be explored by DeNNis CLARK, member 
of the City of Philadelphia’s Commission on Hu- 
man Relations and a veteran of the Catholic in- 
terracial movement. 











Missals with New Rites for Holy Week 


ST. MARY MY EVERYDAY 
MISSAL AND HERITAGE 


y the Monks of St. Mary’s Abbey, Newark, 

N. J. Mass Prayers for every day in the year 
as the priest says them. MISSAL psalm parts 
in Latin- English Prayer parts in English. 
History of the Church; also, progress of the 
Church in each of the 48 States. India Paper, 
Red and Black printing throughout. 1,382 
Pages. Cloth, $4.25; sim. lea., $6.50; lea., $9.00. 


THE NEW ROMAN MISSAL 


By Father Lasance. The most complete Missal By 
published. In Latin and English for every day Translated by Rev. 
of the year. Ordinary of Mass printed in red DAD. Sti 
and black. 1,852 ae Cloth, $7.50. Red Edge, Size 54" x 7% 
$9.50. Leather, $13. 


LENTEN BOOKS 
IT IS YOU 
| BECKON 


A Book of Spiritual 


Guidance for Seminarians 


Based on Pope Pius XII’s 
Encyclical “Menti 
Most Reverend Joseph 


Charles Seminary, 


Joseph eo ~ DAILY PRAYERBOOK 
verbrook, Pa. 
”. 365 pages. Cloth. Net, $4.50 FOR HOLY WEEK 


PRIEST’S CEREMONIAL 


By Rev. Joseph W. Kavanagh. Contains the 
new ceremonies of Holy Week for both simple 
and solemn services, also the ceremonies for 
all ordinary solemn and _ pontifical functions. 
The ceremonies for each officer are given 
separately for each rite. $3.75 


ALTAR BOY’S CEREMONIAL 
By Rev. Joseph W. Kavanagh. Revised _ edi- 


tion containing the new ceremonies of Holy 
Neek for both simple and solemn services. 


Nostrae” Includes all other ceremonies which an altar 
boy is cailed upon to perform and describes 
Anorisani, D.D. the duties of each office separatey. $2.50 


In Latin and English throughout. The new rite 
of Holy Week from Palm Sunday to Holy Sat- 











THE NEW MISSAL FOR 
EVERY. DAY 


By Father Lasance. The handiest size and 
most practical daily Missal. All English with 
the Ordinary of the Mass in Latin and Eng- 
lish. 1,344 pages. Leatherette, $3.95. Red Edge, 
$6.00. Leather, $8.00 up. 


THE SUNDAY MISSAL 


By Father Lasance. With Masses for the 
Dead, Nuptial Mass and Marriage Service. 704 
pages, Students edition $2.00; Cloth $4.50; Gold 
edge $5.50; Leather $6.50. 


BENZIGER BROTHERS 


6-8 BARCLAY STREET 
BOSTON 10 
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his book provides a spiritual program 
for those who are in the seminary or 
the preparatory seminary by means 
of counsel, guidance and meditation 
on the life of preparation for the 
priesthood. 
Written in clear, non-technical language, 
and abounding in examples from modern life. 
The book revolves around five cardinal 
points: What the Seminary is: the reality of 
the Christian life; the daily struggle for holi- 
ness; the Divine Model; the ideals of the 
priesthood as unfolded in the various Orders 
leading to the priesthood. 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE OR 


Telephone: ORegon 5-7050 
CINCINNATI 1 e 


urday inclusive. The complete ceremonies as 
performed by the priest together with the 
Office of Compline as recited by the clergy. 
198 pages, size 4” x 514”, paper, 50¢. 

THE RADIANT CROWN 

OF GLORY 

By Very Rev. Thomas Piasmann, O.F.M. A 
simple and direct explanation of the dogma of 
Mary’s Immaculate Conception. This book has 
a solid devotional aspect, so that the reader is 
not only informed of the dogma, but is led to 


a greater love and devotion toward Mary. 
274 pages. $3.50. 


Lane. 


NEW YORK 8, N. Y. 
SAN FRANCISCO 3 
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Companion in Lenten Reading 
Harold C. Gardiner 


Browsing recently through some excerpts from St. 
Thomas Aquinas (an intellectual pursuit that eludes 
me most of the time), I ran across several that kept 
echoing in my mind. The more I thought about them, 
the more they seemed to be applicable to a certain 
type of reading. The passages, by the way, were found 
in the admirable little book, Philosophical Texts from 
St. Thomas Aquinas (Oxford U. Press, 1951), in which 
Rev. Thomas Gilby, O.P., has gathered under twenty 
headings the key thoughts of the great Doctor. As you 
range through chapters that deal, for example, with 
“Science and Wisdom” or “Human Nature” or “Happi- 
ness” or “Community and Society,” you will not be 
amazed at the profundity of the thought—you expect 
that—half so much as by the exquisite quotability of 
passage after passage. 

It was this quality of the pellucid statements that 
struck me when I read the following: “Homes are not 
beautiful if they are empty. Things are beautiful by 
the indwelling of God” ( Exposition, In Psalmos, xxv, 5) 
and: “No possession is joyous without a companion” 
(Commentary, I ad Corinthios, x, lect. 5). 

But what may these human and divinely friendly 
phrases, for all their suggestiveness, have to do with 
reading—and especially with reading recommended for 
Lent? Perhaps more than appears at first blush. Let us 
grasp the skein and see how far the unraveling will go. 

Have you not from time to time felt that after your 
reading you still felt empty? What had you got from 
all the hours spent with eyes glued to the funny little 
marks on white paper? After you had put down the 
book or the magazine (Amenrica the exception? ), what 
“take-home pay” did you have in your intellectual jeans? 
Could it have been that you felt empty because what 
you read there had itself been empty? If so, what ought 
to have been in the reading; what—or who—should have 
been in the house of books to make it beautiful? 

If we set aside strictly scientific and technical books, 
I think that what we want in our reading is always a 
companion to make reading joyous. We are perhaps 
all unwittingly searching in the pages for that human 
quality that will enable the book to speak to our heart. 
This is why some of the best friends we have, I surmise, 
are—in a far deeper sense than any flesh-and-blood 
friend—those we first met in books we treasure. I know, 
to take but one instance, that I have always felt that if 
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the “whisky-priest” of The Power and the Glory were 
to walk into the room where I am now typing I would 
recognize him immediately, though in the book there is 
hardly a line of physical description of him. But I know 
him inside, and the book that housed him was no empty 
book. 

It would appear that literature, though it seems sev- 
eral steps removed from actual life, does in fact do its 
share in filling up the loneliness that is at the heart 
of every man. It does this because we meet in its pages 
people who become our companions. 

Well, if this seems a neat little theory woven on 
the looms of fancy, there is one field in which it can 
certainly be put to the test—and I do not anticipate that 
I shall be proved a false guide. It is the field of spiritual 
reading, and any of the books that are listed below 
as suggestions for Lenten reading can be used as a 
touchstone. 

For you will infallibly find that no well-written book 
that deals with whatever aspect of the spiritual life is 
an empty book. It cannot be, for the simple reason 
that a Person will always be there waiting for the seri- 


‘ously aware reader—and that Person is Christ. If it is 


a life of Him, such as the superb Jesus and His Times 
by Daniel-Rops, obviously He is there at the center 
to share your interest and captivate your love. If you 
read the story of one of his heroic imitators, you will 
be but following His footsteps, in which the lover trod. 
If you read about the history or organization of His 
Church, you cannot be far from Him, because the 
Church is but “Christ continued.” 

Since we have started with some thoughts suggested 
by St. Thomas, perhaps we can best end with one from 
St. Bernard. In his beautiful homily on the Holy Name 
of Jesus, the fervor of his love leads him to write: ‘Si 
scribas, non sapit mihi, nisi legero ibi Jesum; si disputes 
aut conferas, non sapit mihi, nisi sonuerit ibi Jesus. 
Jesus mel in ore, in aure melos, in corde jubilus” (Read- 
ing pleases me not, unless I read there the name Jesus; 
dispute and conference please me not, unless there 
sound in them the name Jesus. Jesus is honey in the 
mouth, melody to the ear, jubilee in the heart.) 

If books are not empty because in them we meet 4 
companion, spiritual books are indeed rich because they 
are literally made beautiful by the indwelling of God- 
God become man, Christ our jubilee. 
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Catholic Library Association 
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ALL MANNER OF MEN. Riley Hughes. 
Kenedy. $3.50 

A compilation of short stories drawn 
from the best fiction that has been pub- 
lished in Catholic periodicals in the 
past five years. It is as much a reflec- 
tio of Catholic society as it is of cur- 
rent Catholic fiction, for authors and 
heroes represent the whole gamut of 
Catholic life in the United States. 


AMERICAN CATHOLICS AND THE INTEL- 
LECTUAL LiFe. John Tracy Ellis. 
Hanover House. $1.25 

A frank survey of intellectual achieve- 
ments among Catholics, Msgr. Ellis’ 
study points out the sobering facts of 
mediocrity and proposes specific sug- 
gestions for improvement. Introduction 
by Bishop John J. Wright of Worcester. 


AMERICAN CATHOLICISM. John Tracy 
Ellis. U. of Chicago. $3 

From the Spanish and French colo- 
nists through the wave of the 19th- 
century immigrants to the contempo- 
rary scene, Msgr. Ellis selects and syn- 
thesizes the major movements in Amer- 
ican Catholicism. His treatment is sum- 
mary, but rich in facts and notable for 
insight and judicious interpretation. 


Tae Book OF CATHOLIC QUOTATIONS. 
Edited by John Chapin. Farrar, 
Straus & Cudahy. $8.50 

More than 10,000 quotations com- 
piled from the best Catholic writings, 
ancient, medieval and modern. An ex- 
cellent reference book, classified by au- 
thor and subject under 1,500 headings. 


ButLer’s LIvEs OF THE Saints. Edited, 
revised and supplemented by Her- 
bert Thurston, S.J., and Donald 
Attwater. 4 vols. Kenedy. $39.50 

There are 2,565 entries in this in- 
dispensable treasure-house of _ brief 
biographies of the saints, older and 
more recent. Scrupulous care has been 
exercised to make every entry factual. 

Each volume contains its own index; 

the last, a master-index for all four 

volumes, 


Tae CatHoLic Cuurcu, U.S.A. Edited 
by Louis Putz, C.S.C. Fides. $5.95 
A most authoritative and compre- 
ensive survey, a must for reference, 
and very readable. A penetrating and 
revealing look at the life, history, or- 
ganization, diversity, inner workings 
and influences of the Catholic Church 
in the United States. 
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THE CATHOLIC IN SECULAR EDUCATION. 
James M. O'Neill. Longmans, 
Green. $3.50 

One of the most articulate and per- 
suasive spokesmen for the Church in 
the United States, Dr. O’Neill draws 
on his own thirty years’ experience of 
teaching in secular schools in this study 

of the educational problem today. . 


THE CATHOLIC VIEWPOINT ON RACE 
RELATIONS. John LaFarge, S.J. 
Hanover House. $2.95 

Here is the Catholic answer to what 
the individual can do and what organi- 
zations can accomplish to relax racial 





tensions. An appendix discusses inter- 
racial marriage and the Manhasset 
Project. 


CoNTEMPORARY CHURCH ArT, Anton 
Henze and Theodor Filthaut. 
Translated from the German by 
Cecily Hastings. Sheed & Ward. 
$7.50 

Over 100 black-and-white photo- 
graphs implement a searching survey 
of what modern artists can contribute 
to the building and decorating of 
churches. Emphasizes modernity with- 
out excess. Introduction by Maurice 

Lavanoux, editor of Liturgical Arts. 





The Gospel to Every Creature 

By the Right Rev. Leon-Joseph Suenens, with 
a Preface by the Most Rev. John Baptist 
Montini—A summons to all Christians to 
recognize themselves as called to be apostles 
and to work for the defense and spread of the 
truth by pointing out some of the chief cri- 
teria of such work. $3.00 


Methods of Mental Prayer 

By Giacomo Cardinal Lercaro—A practical 
guide to the more widely approved methods of 
mental prayer. One of the finest studies yet 
to appear on the subject. 


A Call to the Laity 

By Most Rev. Richard J. Cushing—Selected 
articles, sermons, and addresses by Arch- 
bishop Cushing urging the laity to a more 
effective participation in the mission of the 
hierarchy. $3.00 


Why Hast Thou Come? 

By John Carr, C.SS.R.—For those who have 
dedicated themselves in religion this book will 
serve as a reminder of the dangers confront- 
ing their spiritual life and of the means avail- 
able for counteracting them. $3.00 





Lay People in the Church 

By Yves M.-J. Congar, O.P., translated by 
Donald Attwater—With clarity and precision 
Father Congar shows the importance of the 
laity’s participation in the mission of the 
Church and points out exactly what their 
function is. $6.75 


The Angels and Their Mission 

By Jean Danielou, S.J., translated bv David 
Heimann—From his intimate acquaintance 
with the fathers, this renowned French the- 
ologian draws a sharp sketch of angelology as 
it was conceived in the early days of the 
Church. $2.75 


St. Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles 
By Justo Perez de Urbel, O.S.B., translated 
by Paul Barrett, O.F.M.Cap.—A_ skillful 
portrait of Paul the man, the saint, the theo- 
logian, the writer, and the missionary. A 
selection of the Maryknoll Book Club. $5.00 


Love the Lord Thy God 

By Louts Colin, C.SS.R., translated by Don- 
ald Attwater—Drawing widely from Scrip- 
ture and eminent spiritual writers. Father 
Colin gives us a searching analysis of the 
command that we are to love God above all 
things. 


Little Steps to Great Holiness 

By Rev. Charles Hugo Doyle—Conferences 
for religious developing the theme that true 
sanctity can be attained by proper concentra- 


oro, 


IDEAL READING FOR LENT 


prayer will find this work most beneficial.” 
$4.00 


of Protestantism 


The Spirit of Joy 


daily life. 


™ 


Meditation On the Passion 
Compiled by Reginald Walsh, O.P.—‘Those 
who wish to advance in the art of mental 


—The Witness 


Meditations Before Mass 

By Romano Guardini, translated by Elinor C. 
Briefs—“‘A deep emotion streams through 
that song of praise which is the Mass. That 
‘sense of sacred mounting’ may also be felt 
through all the pages of this volume.”— 
Theodore M. Hesburgh, C.S.C. $3.00 


Meditations On the Life of Our Lord 
By J. Nouet, S.J.—These meditations for 
every day of the year will serve as a practical 
guide for souls seriously intent on achieving 
the fruits of prayer. $4.75 


Guidance for Religious 

Bw Gerald Kelly, S.J—A valuable guide to 
the solution of many common difficulties en- 
countered by religious in their efforts towards 
perfection. $4.50 


All for Jesus 

By Frederick William Faber, C.O., D.D., 
edited and revised by Maurice V. Shean, C.O. 
—In this new American adaptation of Father 
Faber’s famed work the treasured nuggets 
are preserved and shine forth in all their 
true glory. $3.50 


The Spirit and Forms 


By Rev. Louis Bouyer, translated by A. V. 
Littledale—The author, a former Protestant 
minister, presents a lucid and _ penetrating 
analysis of the fundamental differences be- 
tween Protestantism and Catholicism. $3.75 


By Enrique Albiol, C.M., translated by B. T. 
Buckley, C.M.—Fifty joy-giving reflections 
on a variety of spiritual subjects. This is 
reading and meditative material that is at 
once enlightening and inspirational. $3.00 


Here and Hereafter 

By George A. St. Paul, S.J.—Meditations 
and retreat conferences for private reading, 
and for formal retreats. A detailed examina- 
tion of conscience at the end of each chapter 
makes the meditations readily etaenee 3 


Lent and Easter 

By Hermann Franke — Reflective essays 
pleading for a return to the primitive Chris- 
tion outlook on Lent and Easter, so that the 
divine efficacy of the Pascal mystery might 
play a more central and decisive role in the 











tion on what appears to be the trivial. $3.50 lives of all Christians. $1.75 
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Catholic Books 
from 


David McKay 


Martyr in Tibet 


The Heroic Life of 
Fr. Tornay 
Missionary to Tibet 


By ROBERT LOUP. Translated by 
Charles Davenport. The true story of 
a dauntless priest in modern Tibet. 
“This book, so interestingly written, 
should be read by Catholics because it 
teaches so well the lesson that sacrifice 
is the very essence of Christianity.”— 
The Catholic Standard. With photo- 
graphs and map. $3.75 


Lives of 
the Saints 


By OMER ENGLEBERT. “Abbé 
Englebert displays sound historic and 
literary sense in choosing and present- 
ing the most interpretive and colorful 
facts about 2300 of the elect....A 
valuable and informative book.”—The 
Sign. With decorations. [mprimatur. 

4th Printing $5.50 


Star of Jacob 


By HELEN WALKER HOMAN. 
The story of the Venerable Francis 
Libermann, a convert from Judaism, 
who founded a great missionary enter- 
prise. “A wealth of information woven 
into a dramatic narrative, like a sus- 
penseful novel.”—Rev. Joun S. KEn- 
NEDY. 3rd Printing $4.50 


Christian Ethics 


By DIETRICH von HILDE- 
BRAND, author of True Morality and 
Its Counterfeits. “A searching analysis 
of the nature of morality, based upon 
the all-important notion of absolute 
values.”—The Catholic World. $6.00 


Coming March 27 





Graven Images: 
Substitutes for 
True Morality 


By DIETRICH von HILDE- 
BRAND with Alice Jourdain. Im- 
primatur. $3.50 


At your bookseller 
DAVID McKAY COMPANY, INC. 


55 Fifth Ave., New York 3 
eel, tt NRE 


Tue Centuries oF SANTA FE. Paul 
Horgan. Dutton. $5 
The crucial events of three centuries 
of life in the vicinity of Santa Fe, N. M., 
are vividly reflected in this book that 
treats of aboriginal Indian, Spaniard, 
Mexican and Anglo-American. 


THE Dark VirGiIn: THE Book oF OuR 
Lapy or GuapaLupe. Edited by 
Donald Demarest and Coley Tay- 
lor. Coley Taylor. $5 

The apparition of Our Lady at Guad- 
alupe may be remote from the thoughts 
of us here in the United States; but it 
is, in reality, important to all of us of 
this hemisphere. 


Day AFTER Tomorrow. Roma Rudd 
Turkel. Kenedy. $3.75 

A book that offers sound counsel for 

preparing for the “bonus years.” Roma 

Turkel’s chatty style enlivens a book 


those in their middle years, helping 
them to plan for the years ahead. 


THE DeEapD SEA SCROLLS AND THE ORIG- 
INALITY OF Curist. Geoffrey Grays- 
tone. Sheed & Ward. $2.50 

The Dead Sea Scrolls have been 
twisted, misinterpreted and attacked by 
liberal and fundamentalist. Fr. Gray- 








stone offers a brief but cogent analysis 
of thé Qumran material, relating it to 
Christ and Christianity, defining its sig- 
nificance. 


A Dictionary oF Mary. Donald Att- 
water. Kenedy. $6.50. 

Everything about our Lady is 
touched on in this encyclopedic work. 
It is distinguished for theological pre- 
cision; it lists apparitions and devotions 
the world around, and contains many 
prayers, 


Four Years IN A RED HELL. Harold W. 
Rigney, S.V.D. Regnery. $3 
This absorbing personal.history un- 
covers the tragic story of Red ruthless- 
ness trying to wipe out the Church in 








China. Fr. Rigney tells a story that will 
help to educate psychiatrists, prosecu- 
tors, scientists and the general public 
in the confirmed inhumanity of com- 
munism. 
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MOORE 


At all occasions, your School 
Choir, enrobed in colorful fab- 
rics by MOORE, adds an im- 


pressive note of beauty. 


New MOORE fabrics, now 
available, woven from color- 
locked Chromspun yarn for 
life-of-the-fabric, guaranteed 
colorfastness to light, air im- 
purities, perspiration, clean- 
ing, moths and mildew. Won- 
derfully lightweight. Easy to 
match as your choral group 
grows. 


Write for Fabric Selector SR58 


E. R. MOORE CO. 


932 Dakin St., Chicago 13, Illinois 
268 Norman Ave., Brooklyn 22, N.Y. 
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Tue GREAT Prayer. Hugh Ross Wil- 
liamson. Macmillan. $3 

A former Anglican clergyman writes 
impressively of the Canon of the Mass, 
gpening up its treasures to the person 
who, hurrying through the missal, is 
ot aware of the prayers’ worth and 
moment to him. 


jy SILENCE I Speak. George Shuster. 
Farrar, Straus & Cudahy. $4.50 
The whole story behind the Mind- 
genty case could not be more oppor- 
tyne or more readable. Written by an 
expert on European affairs, the authori- 
fative and gripping account brings into 
fresh perspective the enduring struggle 
between communism and freedom. 


gsus AND His Times. Daniel-Rops. 

_ Translated from the French by 

_ Ruby Millar. Dutton. $5°*" 

This Catholic edition of a world- 
famous life of Christ uses Msgr. Knox’s 
translation of the Scriptures and adheres 
accurately to the original French ver- 
don of this life of our Lord. An appen- 
dix discusses the Dead Sea Scrolls. 


Taz Last CrusapDER. Louis de Wohl. 
Lippincot. $3.95 

Historical fictionist de Wohl reaches 
anew stature in this vibrant and pulse- 
rousing story of “good” Don Juan. 
lepanto lives again as a crucial stage 
along the road of Western civilization. 
Spain and all of 16th-century Europe 
are made to glow again, their very sur- 
vival in the balance as Don Juan goes 
to the wars. 


TuE Last Hurrau. Edwin O’Connor. 
Little, Brown. $4 
Here is heroism and rascality, the 
American politician, symbol and image 
ofa vanishing species, who by patron- 























age and connivance was as much a 


tibal chieftain as an elected office- 
holder, 


Tae Lire oF Man wit Gop. Thomas 
V. Moore. Harcourt, Brace. $3.95 
Priest, psychiatrist, monk, Fr. Moore 
draws on his vast experience to show 
the “ordinary” man and woman how to 
kam and practice the marvels of mysti- 
al companionship with the Creator. 
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OLD IT in your hand. Feel the texture of its heavy leather. 
(A Examine the majestic binding, the raised Florentine tool- 
ing embossed with pure gold inlays, the genuine goldleaf top, 
the decorative headbands. 
B ih | Nothing has been spared to make this the most beautiful, the 
l ¢ most sumptuous Bible ever produced in America. 
l Douay version of the Old Testament, new Confraternity re- 


vision of the New Testament. Frontispiece and 22 full color 
paintings. 1444 text pages in all. Price only $12.00 (#xcl27). 
Other editions. $7.50 (#xc107); =< 

¢ $4.50 (#xcl03) 
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CATHOLIC 
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At all bookstores, P. J. KENEDY & 
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MACMILLAN'S IMPORTANT 
CATHOLIC BOOKS 





THE CELTIC SAINTS By Daphne Pochin Mould 


A study of Celtic culture from its beginnings to the 12th 
century. “The author of this book, poetry in prose form, 
deserves an accolade for splendid endeavor.” 

—John J. Daly, The Catholic Standard $3.75 


THE SPRINGS OF MORALITY By John Todd 


Recommended by the Religious Publishers Group for Catho- 
lic Lenten reading, this volume examines Catholic moral 
principles as applied to problems of psychology, economics, 
teaching, writing, and labor. “Topics of timely interest and 
perennial import receive fresh enlightenment in a way that 
combines spirituality with intelligence, scientific expertness 
with philosophical and theological breadth, Catholic ortho- 
doxy with a progressive attitude.” 

—The Virginia Kirkus Bulletin. $6.00 


MARTYR IN SCOTLAND By Thomas Collins 


A Scottish Edmund Campion, John Ogilvie was the only 
Roman Catholic to suffer martyrdom for his faith during the 
Protestant Reformation in his country. An inspiring study of 
his conversion, his motivations, his temperament and heroic 
death. Illustrated. $4.50 


BEST IN CATHOLIC READING, 1957 


(Selections of the Catholic Library Association) \, 


SON OF DUST By H. F. M. Prescott 


A distinguished and moving novel set in 11th 
century Normandy, by one of the great historical 
novelists of our age.“ . . . a lovely, tender book 
imbued with the sacred love that in our times 
increasingly haunts the hearts of men.” 

—Max White, The N. Y. Times $3.75 


THE GREAT PRAYER ies 





“A Gregorian Masterpiece” (Homiletic and Pas- —=— 
toral Review) which studies the liturgical and ~ 

historical significance of prayers in the Canon bo 

of the Mass, this book contains many new in- ' THE 
sights into the deeper meaning of the Canon j T 
for all Catholics. A serious reading of this work ; GREA 


will benefit all, as it unfolds the richness of our PRAYER 


liturgy.”"—Rev. Roger Mercurio, C.P., Books on 
Trial $3.25 


available at bookstores or 
The Macmillan Company 
60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N.Y. 
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LirE Is WortH Livinc. Bishop Fultm 
J. Sheen. Fourth Series. McGray, 
Hill. $3.75 

The urbane wisdom of the indefy. 
igable Bishop Sheen illuminates sug, 
topics as psychology, world affairs, sq. 
ence, youth, love and marriage, Ry. 
sia and communism. 


THe Livinc Breap, Thomas Merton, 
Farrar, Straus & Cudahy. $3 

At once poet, prose stylist and the. 

ologian, Fr. Louis expounds the reality 

of the Eucharist in the world today. He 


> 





spells out its meaning for personal sane. 
tification while underscoring its unify. 
ing effect on the Mystical Body. 


Moscow Was My ParisH. George Bis. 
sonnette. McGraw, Hill. $3.95 
A delightful, balanced, warm book 
of observations by a sensitive and at- 
tentive young priest. His report is 
frank, authentic, intriguing in its evalua. 
tion of the Russian Communist, 


THe Nun’s Story. Kathryn Hulme. 
Little, Brown. $4 

The dramatic portrayal of a young 
Belgian girl who became a Sister, did 
psychiatric and surgical nursing in sev- 
eral hospitals staffed by her order, but 
eventually discovered that she was not 
able to live the life of a religious. It is 
a dramatic unfolding of the doubts, 
despair and exaltation of a highly in- 
telligent woman. 


PLayEeD By Ear. Daniel A. Lord, S$]. 
Loyola University Press, Hanover 
House, Distributor. $4 

Fr. Lord will live as something of 

a legend in American Catholicism. His 
pamphlets, plays, talks, even his songs 
and piano-playing were directed pr- 
marily to the youth of Catholic Amer- 
ica but were heard and read by the 
oldsters as well. 


THE PRESENCE OF Grace. James F. 
Powers. Doubleday. $2.95 

As incisive as a razor, Powers’ short 

stories center chiefly on priestly person 

alities and clerical foibles. Artistically 

his work represents some of the finest 








achievements in the contemporary short 
story. 
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op Fulto§ prorices 1N Courace. John F. Ken- 
McCray, nedy. Harper. $3.50 


One of America’s most keen-witted s i S AL 
e indefg.§ jatellectuals and statesmen examines S re { nt 


rates suc} the complex problem of politics and 


affairs, sc. ethics. A significant book which com- @ Large Type @ Simplified 
iage, Rys§ bines three reasons for reading: enter- : 
tinment, education and inspiration. PH @ Full-Colored Illustrations 
CLOTH IMIT. DELUXE 
s Merton. | A REPORT ON THE AMERICAN JESUITS. LEATHER LEATHER 


r, $3 John LaFarge, S.J. Photographs by 


t and the. Margaret Bourke-White. Farrar, $ 75 $ 4) $ 00 
the reality Straus & Cudahy. $4.50 | SALS 

today. He] Fr. LaFarge recapitulates the history 
of the Jesuits in this country. His lucid 
: : | and urbane style is matched by the ; 

==— | quality of Miss Bourke-White’s superla- 6 

= |e = \ SUNDAY MISSAL 


. he 
TuE ROLE OF THE LAITY IN THE Saint Josef \ 
Cuurcu. Gerard Philips. Fides. ~~ Daily Missa PAPER | CLOTH LEATHER 


$3.25 GOLD EDGE 


A balanced, erudite, precise discus- | $ $ $ 
ion. Msgr. Philips brings to his subject . 25 50 00 


the understanding of a pastor of souls 
ad the scholarship of a theologian who 


: ; acupies the Chair of Dogmatic The- ' ’ 
dogy at Louvain University. ) CHILDREN S MISSAL 
eorge Bis. f 
$3.95 §uENCE IN HEAVEN. Thomas Merton. pene ® 100 Colored Illustrations. 


arm book Crowell. $7.95 
e and at. § A superb picture book. The appeal 

report is § of holiness and the atmosphere of Paper 90 Leatherette 1.00 
its evalua- | prayer breathe from the magnificent |G RGmm 1010) Gye a en Or mS) 
ist, photographs, which carry with them ap- 
propriate spiritual commentary. 
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EVERY HOME should have a BIBLE—and here’s the 
COMPLETE DOUAY BIBLE, 1648 pages, 3 maps— 
beautifully bound and printed. YOURS FOR ONLY $1. 


Son or Dust, H. F. M. Prescott. Mac- 
Lord, Sj]. millan. $3.95 

Hanover | By the author of The Man on a 
Donkey, this is a study in the contrast 
ething of § between love and lust, set in the high 
cism. His § 200n of Christendom, the Middle Ages. 
his songs 
cted pri- | [HE SPLENDOR OF THE CHURCH. Henri 
lic Amer: de Lubac, S.J. Sheed & Ward. 
One of the principal Catholic books 
ofthe year, this reveals the true nature 


Just put $1 (one dollar) in an envelope and mail it with your 


name and address on the form below to: 


CATHOLIC TRUTH SOCIETY, 
39, ECCLESTON SQUARE, 
LONDON, S.W.I., ENGLAND. 
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The Ideal Book 
For Lent 


FOOT OF THE CROSS 
or THE SORROWS OF MARY 
by Frederick W. Faber, D.D. 


The Sorrows of Mary have been 
presented to us by the Church as 
objects of special devotion. In this 
volume Father Faber increases this 
devotion with his characteristic in- 
sights drawn upon Christian tradi- 
tion. Each of the Seven Sorrows is 
described and analyzed with the 
precision of the theologian. But it 
is the artistry of the poet which 
pervades this treatise, inciting new 
tenderness toward the sorrows of 
our Mother and love of her Divine 
406 pages $3.95 


Son. 


At your Bookseller— 
or have him order from— 


THE PETER REILLY CO. 
131 N. 13th St., Phila. 7, Pa. 














TO AUTHORS 


seeking a publisher 


Send for our illustrated booklet titled To the 
Author in Search of a Publisher. Tells how we 
can publish, promote and distribute your book, as 
we have done for hundreds of others. All subjects. 
New authors welcome. Write today for Booklet 
C.A. It’s free. 

VANTAGE PRESS, 120 W. 31st St., New York 1 
In California: 6253 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood 28 





___ CRANWELL=I 


A Jesuit School for Boys 
Grades 8-12 
Outstanding academic and spiritual training 
under Jesuit Fathers. Excellent college record. 
Ideally located on 400 acre estate in heart of 
Berkshires. All modern equipment, spacious 
gymnasium and dining hall. New classroom 
and science building. New student residence. 
Private golf course. Complete sports program 
Skiing. Elevation 1250’. 
For catalog write 
Rev. D. AUGUSTINE KEANE, S.J. 











the Gospels and the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, acquainting him in simple language 
with what modern scholarship has es- 
tablished concerning their background. 


| WoMAN IN THE MODERN Wor tp. Eva 

















Cranwell School, 426 Lee Road, Lenox, Mass. 














O Truly Blessed Night 


by FR. KARL BECKER 
A thrilling study of the Easter Vigil's signifi- 
cance, with Preface by Fr. Jungmann. 120 
pages, $2.50. Ask for illustrated catalog. 
PIO DECIMO PRESS 
Box 53 Baden Sta. St. Louis 15, Mo. 
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Firkel. Translated by Hilda Graef. 
Fides. $3.50 
A German psychiatrist explains the 
physical and psychological being that 
is‘woman, from young girlhood into the 
maturity of married life, religious dedi- 
cation or single life in the world. 


THE Wortp at Home, Anne O'Hare 
McCormick. Knopf. $4.50 

One of America’s best interpreters of 
Europe through her columns in the New 
York Times from 1921 till her death in 
1954, Mrs. McCormick was also a high- 
ly competent reporter of the American 
scene for her fellow citizens. 


You AND Your CHILDREN. Edited by 

Eugene E. Geissler. Fides. $2.95 

A collection of crisp, pithy essays 

dealing with the problems faced by 

Catholic parents. Solutions and sugges- 
tions are offered. 





The CLA List above, prepared an- 
nually by a special committee as a 
feature of Catholic Press Month, is pub- 
licized every year by AMERICA as a 
service to readers. The annotations on 
each book are the work of the com- 
mittee. 

The Religious Publishers Group, 
whose selections are likewise reported 
annually in these columns, asks an au- 
thority in the field of Catholic literature 
to prepare the yearly Catholic Lenten 
Reading List. The selector this year was 
Eugene P. Willging, director of libraries 
at The Catholic University of America. 











Religious Publishers Group 
Booklist, 1957 


ATLAS OF THE BBE. L. H. Grollenberg. 
Nelson, $15 

A marvelously graphic “summa,” 
carefully integrating modern scriptural 
scholarship through prose text, photo- 
graphic illustration and map projections, 
all supplemented with a full index of 
persons and places. 





CatuHotic Cuurcu Music. Paul Hume. 
Dodd, Mead. $4.50 

The music editor of the Washington 
Post and a recent convert offers a long- 
overdue revaluation that mixes sharp 
criticism with positive recommenda- 
tions, accompanied by lists of appropri- 
ate printed and recorded sacred music. 











Books 


Thoughtful Reading 








A John LaFarge Reader 


Edited by Thurston N. Davis, $J, 
and Joseph Small, S.J. The great wi. 
dom, charity and deep understanding 
of human life of one extraordinay 
priest, skilfully brought together jp 
one volume. List price $3.5) 


The Second 
America Book of Verse 


Edited by Dr. James E. Tobin of the 
Catholic Book Club Editorial Board, 
The most representative verse pub. 
lished in AMERICA during the pas 
25 years. Genuine craftsmanship, mod. 
ern and traditional, and true poetic 
insight. List price $3.0) 


Norms for the Novel 
By Harold C. Gardiner, S.J. “Still tops 
in its field!” A guide to sound values 


and balanced judgment of fiction. 
List price $2.00 


Regular Discounts for Schools 
and Bookstores 


Order through your favorite bookstore or 
directly from America Press 


Selected 
America Pamphlets 


MARRIAGE — List price 
(0 The Catholic Family 25¢ 
(] Christian Marriage (Encyclical)  25¢ 
( Divorce 15¢ 
EDUCATION 
(0 The Right to Educate 25¢ 
(] The State and Religious 

Education 25¢ 
(0 Federal Aid to Education 2o¢ 
C] Why a Catholic College? 15¢ 
[] Catholic Education 5¢ 
VOCATION 
(C1) What Shall I Be? | 25¢ 
() Fit for The King (for girls) 25¢ 
[] I Chose Politics 15¢ 
C] Holy Virginity (Encyclical ) 10¢ 
C St. Ignatius Loyola 15¢ 
SPECIAL SUBJECTS 
O The New _ Week Order 15 
( The Legion of Decency a 


() What is the Bible? 
[] Tenets for Readers and Reviewers 25 


Regular Bulk Discounts: 1-9 mee 
list price; 10 copies and over—33%% of: 


The America Press _ 
70 East 45TH St., New York 17, N. !: 
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| Was CHAPLAIN ON THE FRANKLIN. 
Joseph T. O’Callahan. Macmillan. 
$2.75 
A personal chronicle of faith and 
heroism by the sole World War II chap- 
in to receive the Congressional Medal 
of Honor. 


Tue Last OF THE CONQUISTADORS, 
JuNIPERO SERRA (1713-1784). 
Omer Englebert. Harcourt, Brace. 
$6 

An intimate biography, largely based 
yn Serra’s unpublished journal, recounts 
vividly the courage and faith of a Fran- 
ciscan missionary, whose statue repre- 
gnts California in Washington’s Capi- 
iol. His cause for beatification has been 
introduced. 





lay PEOPLE IN THE CHurCH. Yves 

Congar. Newman. $6.50 
An advanced, thoroughly documented 
‘tudy for a theology of the laity.” 
Drawing heavily on Christian tradition, 
the French Dominican lays a firm foun- 
dation for the laity’s own expanding 
vocation in our modern world. (Good 
companion reading with The Role of 
the Laity in the Church, given in the 
preceding list. ) 


Tae Mass AND LirurGICAL REFORM. 
John L. Murphy. Bruce. $5.95 

A deeper knowledge of the liturgy 
aid its relationship to the Christian 
life, as well as of the direction of re- 
forms, e.g., in the direction of vernacu- 
lr use, will come from reading this 
smi-popular volume. (It is comple- 
mentary to Gerald Ellard’s The Mass 
in Transition.) 


Ove FRONT ACROSS THE WorLD. Doug- 
las Hyde. Newman. $3.50 

A convert journalist, formerly news 

editor of London’s Daily Worker, gives 

a first-hand view of the struggle be- 

‘ween communism and Christianity in 

the Far East. 


PaTTERNS FOR TEENAGERS. Vincent J. 
Giese. Fides. $3.50 

_An enlightening, photographic and 

jumalistic account of Chicago’s teen- 

gets and their problems. A 24-point 
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tudy-action program concludes a work 
if significance to parents, teachers and 
tmmunity leaders. 
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THE WISE MAN FROM THE WEST 
Vincent Cronin. The true story of Matthew Ricci, the 
adventurous, dedicated Jesuit priest who first brought 
the message of Christianity to fabled China of the 
16th century. (Orig. $4.50) Now only 85¢ 


EXISTENCE AND THE EXISTENT 
Jacques Maritain. What is existentialism? What are its philosophical ante- 
cedents? The Catholic view of existentialism is examined in the light of Thomist 
thought by one of the world’s leading philosophers. The only Catholic paper- 
back on the subject. (Orig. $3.00) Now only 75¢ 


THE STORY OF THE TRAPP FAMILY SINGERS 
Maria Augusta Trapp. The exhilarating autobiography of a remarkable 
woman, of her marriage to Baron von Trapp, and her joyous (and musical) 
family life. (Orig. $3.75) Now only 85¢ 


ST. FRANCIS XAVIER 
James Brodrick, S. J. More readable than ever — a brilliant condensation of 
“the best book on St. Francis Xavier in any language.”—N. Y. Times 


(Orig. $5.00) Now only 95¢ 
THE WORLD, THE FLESH AND FATHER SMITH 
Bruce Marshall. “It is difficult to conceive of anyone . .. who will not enjoy 
every page of this book” says Commonweal about a lovable priest and his 
flock of white, gray, and black sheep. (Orig. $2.50) Now only 65¢ 


THE CHRIST OF CATHOLICISM 
Dom Aelred Graham, O. S$. B. A full-dimensioned view of Christ, His per- 
sonality, His teachings, by a distinguished Benedictine monk who writes deeply 
but never dully. (Orig. $4.00) Now only 95¢ 


ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
G. K. Chesterton. With wit and insight, one of the most talented writers of 
our century illumines every phase of the life and times of the saint “whose 
whole life was a poem.” (Orig. $2.50) Now only 65¢ 


ON THE TRUTH OF THE CATHOLIC FAITH (SUMMA CONTRA GENTILES) 
BOOK FOUR: SALVATION 
St. Thomas Aquinas; translated and with introduction and notes by 
Charles J. O'Neil. The final volume in the only complete translation available 
in the United States of the work that has been called “the basic statement of 
Catholicism.” (Also available in cloth-bound edition at $3.00). 95¢ 





See your bookseller, or write for complete list to: 
DOUBLEDAY | MAGE BOOKS ° 575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 





Jacques Maritain 






Here They Are... 


A HOLY HOUR BOOK 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
Compiled by Charles J. Greath 


Adults will borrow this history 
of the Holy Hour with medita- 
tions, hymns, and prayers ar- 
ranged for group recitation. 
Paper, 80 pp., $1.25 








THE STATIONS FOR 
SMALL CHILDREN 
By Sister M. Marguerite, C.S.J. 


Enables the smallest child to 
make the Stations with mother’s 
help. Paper, 32 pp., $.25 








THE TRIPLE WAY 


By St. Bonaventure 


A clear exposition, readably ar- 
ranged, of the three ways of spir- 
itual life. Handsomely produced. 

86 pp., $1.50 








THE FIFTEEN MYSTERIES 
By Theodore Maynard 


Has been called “a miniature 
life of Christ” in blank verse. 
Full round of Rosary medita- 
tions. 72 pp., $1.00 








THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC 
ALMANAC for 1957 


Explains more, tells more, lists 
more Catholic and general in- 
formation than any other book. 
Essential in any library. In- 
dexed. 

704 pp., $2.00; cloth, $2.50 








Your bookstore or Dept. 4-2438 


St. Anthony Guild Press 


Paterson, N.J. 


626 





A PaTH THROUGH GENEsIS. Bruce Vaw- 
ter. Sheed & Ward. $4 
Modern science yields its riches in 
this commentary which shows the lack 
of conflict between faith, revelation and 


reason. 


A Ricut To BE Merry. Sister Mary 
Francis. Sheed & Ward. $3 
The establishment of a new Poor 


Clare Monastery at Roswell, N. M., in | 


1948 provided the occasion for this 
lively account of daily life in this clois- 
tered community. 


Sr. Icnatrus oF Loyoua. Leonard von 
Matt and Hugo Rahner. Regnery. 
$6.50 

A fine pictorial biography commem- 


orating the fourth centenary of the | 
death of Ignatius Loyola, founder of | 


the Society of Jesus. 


SainT JOHN FisHer, E. E. Reynolds. 
Kenedy. $6 
This scholarly life of a martyred 
Cardinal will show parallels to modern 
persecution of the Church by the State. 
A companion volume to his (1955) life 
of St. Thomas More. 


THE Sprincs or Mora.ity. Edited by 
John M. Todd. Macmillan. $6 
A detailed examination of the princi- 





ples of Catholic morality as applied to | 
modern scientific knowledge and prac- | 


tical experience in history, sociology, 
economics, science, literature, politics, 
medicine and psychology. 


THE Two-Epcep Sworp, John L. Mc- 
Kenzie, S.J. Bruce. $4.50 

“With a popular audience in view,” 

a noted Scripture scholar presents a 

most illuminating study of “the religious 

beliefs of the Old Testament as they 


have been illuminated by the new learn- | 


ing. 


WorsHip AND Work: St. JOHN’s ABBEY 
AND University. Colman Barry. St. 
John’s Abbey, $5 

Commemorative volumes are rarely 
good, but this centennial story of the 

Minnesota Benedictines deserves inclu- 

sion here because of St. John’s great con- 

tribution to American Catholicism. 


THE YEAR AND Our CHILDREN. Mary 
Reed Newland. Kenedy. $3.95 

Creative participation keynotes this 
practical and permanently useful man- 
ual on “planning the family activities 
for Christian feasts and seasons.” Par- 
ents and teachers, as well as their 
charges, will profit spiritually and 
culturally from this book. 
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Cc. J. LUNDSTROM 
MFG. CO. 
Little Falls, N. Y. 


Made for the better 
homes and offices 
since 1899 


It Grows With 


Your Library 
On Approval— 


direct from factory 
at 40% saving to 


you— 


Sold direct from 
factory only, which 
assures you a perma- 
nent source of supply 
for additional sections 
in the future, also 
saves you the middle- 
man’s profit. Arvail- 
able in different de- 
signs, woods, and fin- 
ishes . . . sectional 
will fit almost any 
size space, height, or 
width. With or with- 
out glass disappear- 
Endorsed 
by over 250,000 users, 
Write for catalog 
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BE POPULAR AND MAKE BIG MONEY 
TOO. Your friends, neighbors, co-workers 
and others will be delighted when you 
show them America’s most discussed greet- 
ing cards, and the profits are tremendous 
You just can’t miss selling our wonderful 
all-occasion selection. Write for sample kit 
on approval. Regal Greetings, Dept. 3 
Ferndale. Michigan. 
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CATHOLIC BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS. a myste 


Attractive. Original. Samples. Robb and 
Catherine Beebe Studio, Box 172, Ridge. 
wood. New Jersey. 


pound. No 
unclouded 
camate Wo 





HELP NEW JERSEY'S BOYSTOWN. Sul- 
scribe to The Sacred Heart Union Maga. 
zine, published quarterly in the interest of 
New Jersey’s Boystown. $1.00 a year. Write 
to Father Egan, New Jersey’s Boystown, 
Kearny, N. J 
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IRISH BOOKS. Belleek China, Linens, Celtic 
Crosses, Rosaries, Cards, etc. Write for 
Catalog. Irish Industries Depot, Inc., 8% 


Lexington Ave., New York 21. N. Y. 


the profoun 
Christ, 

A nature 
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IRISH CHURCH LINENS: 
values and qualities. Plexiglas Pall Fou 
dations—5%”, 6”, 6%”, and 7”—$100. 
Silk embroidery floss. Ecclesiastical trans 
fer patterns. Free samples. Mary Moore, 
Importer, Box 394 M, Davenport, Iowa. _ 
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JESUIT HOME MISSION. My hope- 
school to plant the Catholic tradition 
Small contributions are precious and we: 
come. Rev. John Risacher, S.J., Holy Cros 
Mission, Durham, North Carolina. 





MISSIONARY PRIEST struggling to bu 
little chapel in Darlington, S. C. Pop 
tion 15,000; Catholics 21. Please help! Ret. 
Louis R. Williamson, St. Mary’s Parish 


Hartsville, South Carolina. 
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THE WORD 


Then Jesus stopped, and gave orders 
that the man should be brought to him; 
and when he came close, he asked him, 
What wouldst thou have me do for 
thee? Lord, he said, give me back my 
sight (Luke 18:40-41; Gospel for Quin- 
quagesima Sunday). 


jsthere any human capacity or treasure 
more priceless than the gift of sight? 
The Greek word for light was used by 
the poets equally to signify life. The 
mortally wounded hero in the Iliad 
cries out for more light in which to die. 
And in Shakespeare’s King John, young 
Prince Arthur, begging desperately not 
to be blinded, pleads with the execu- 
timer to remember the pain of A grain, 
dust, a gnat, a wandering hair, Any 
annoyance in that precious sense. 

Is it possible, therefore, for rational 
man to make less of the sight of the 
nind than of the sight of the body? 
In my mind’s eye: there, surely, it is 
at least equally vital and critical that 
the vision be 20-20; sharp, unblurred, 
accurate. 

When, with this noble interior sight, 
I lok at Christ my Redeemer, it is 
imperative, both for my mortal and 
werlasting well-being, that I see what 
is there, and only what is there, and 
all that is there. In Christ I may well 
ee-indeed, I must see—mystery, and 
sich mystery as no tongue shall ex- 
pound. No matter; spiritual vision is 
uclouded when it perceives the In- 
caamate Word as He is. 

Our Lord is at once truly God and 
twly man. Is He then dual, is He an 
essentially composite thing, is He a 
win-like personality of some weird and 
wondrous sort? We encounter, now, 
the profound mystery of the Person of 
Christ. 

Anature is something that a number 
f individuals share. The reader and 
this writer, for example, share the same 
lature; there is no indication that this 
idustrious column is enjoying a vogue 


ithe Bronx Botanical Gardens or has | 


beeome the latest literary rage in the 
ian Francisco Zoo. Personality, how- 
er, is not common, but unique. Read- 
and writer are both persons, but 
trent persons: separate, unique, in- 
tuplicable, incommunicable; for which, 
‘gain, the reader of these lines may be 

grateful. 
Christ the Son of God shares the 

€ nature with His beloved Father 
ad the flaming Holy Spirit; He is God 





“His Father is God, as the Holy Spirit 
dmerica © MARCH 2, 1957 


JESUIT STUDIES 


Contributions to the arts and sciences 


by members of the Society of Jesus 


MASTER ALCUIN, 


*THE HONOR OF BEING A MAN 


THE CHURCHES AND THE SCHOOLS 


"THE PRAISE OF 


BISHOP 


*"THE WAGNER HOUSING ACT 
THEODORE DWIGHT WOOLSEY 


DECEPTION IN ELIZABETHAN COMEDY 
°To be published soon. 


LOYOLA UNIVERSITY 


3445 North Ashland Avenue, Chicago 18 


The 
centuries 


of Santa Fe 


Maryknoll’s NEW KIND of Book Ciub! 





HOW THE CLUB WORKS: You receive 


A—Four book selections a year that tell of 
the s mple and great events that shave 
the lives of people in far corners of the 
world. 

B—A svecial BONUS BOOK upon joining 
and another for each year of member- 
ship. 

C—The quarterly NEW-BOOK BULLETIN 


All for a single membership fee of $10.00 
in this new NON-PROFIT Book Club! 


A Perfect Gift 





No extras 


i 
I 
I 
for Every Please enroll me for one year in the MARYKNOLL BOOK 
qi 1 CLUB. Full fee for 5 books enclosed[] Bill me 
Occasion ee 
BEE MIRCEA evan ek ete gee See erties yd Ait 24 ee en 
' 
SE 55 cits b nde es AER Ree ERS co ane Maal 
Single fee CMs Sariace Mars es Gees eB O ES PONG. 1SIMBT: IS vera 
' 
1 


LITURGIST 


WISDOM 


LANCELOT ANDREWES 


MARYKNOLL BOOK CLUB, Maryknoll, N. Y. 


(For GIFT MEMBERSHIP give name and address of receiver. 
We will send a gift certificate in your name.) 













































Ellard 4.00 


Gannon 4.00 


Curran 3.00 


Surtz 4.00 


Reidy 3.50 
McDonnell 4.00 


King 4.00 


3.50 


Curry 


PRESS 


Paul 
the 


Missionary 


by bemte Perez 
de Urdet. 0.5.8: 


Experienced Board of Editors selects books 
from among those of all- publishers, based 
upon the quality of the story, and offers un- 
limited variety—fiction, biography, travel, 
social customs, mission lore. 

The quarterly NEW-BOOK BULLETIN 
accompanies each book selection—a handy 
guide to the broad world of mission litera- 
ture. 

What does it cost? The $10 membership fee 
may be paid in quarterly installments of 
$2.50. Brings a book value of $15.00 to 
$18.00. 
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Schools and Colleges 





District of Columbia 


Immaculata 


JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Directed by the Sisters of Providence of 
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana. Fully ac- 
credited. 2-year college transfer with termi- 
nal courses in home economics, secretarial. 
Art. Music (incl. harp), 4-year college 
preparatory high school. Resident, day. 
Please state age, grade in school. Catalog. 


Registrar, Dept. R, 4344 Wisconsin Ave. 
Washington 16, D. C. 





Indiana 


SAINT MARY'S 
NOTRE DAME 


Fully accredited liberal arts college 
for women. 
Conducted by the Sisters of the Holy Cross 
Courses leading to degrees of Bachelor of 
Arts. Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Music, 
Bachelor of Fine Arts. Academic and basic 
eae oon courses in Nursing. Graduate 
epartment of Sacred Theology. 
Catalogs on request 


SAINT MARY’S COLLEGE, BOX L 
NOTRE DAME, INDIANA 





Graduate School of 
SACRED THEOLOGY 


for Sisters and Laywomen 
Distinguished Faculty of 
Religious and Lay Professors 


SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE 
Box A, Notre Dame, Indiana 





St. Mary-Of-The-Woods College 


Liberal Arts College for Women. Fully 
accredited. Courses leading to B.A., B.S., 
B.F.A. degrees. Majors in twenty depart- 
ments, including music, art, journalism, home 
economics, speech and drama, secretarial. 
El tary and dary teacher training. 
Extensive campus. 





Conducted by the Sisters of Providence 


Box 77, Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, Ind. 
(Four miles west of Terre Haute) 


_ 








Minnesota 


COLLEGE OF 
ST. TERESA 


WINONA, MINNESOTA 
For the Higher Education of Catholic Women 


Holds mem*ership in the North Central Association 
of Colleges. Accredited by the Association of Amer- 
ican Universities. Registered for teachers. Licensed 
by New York Board of Regents. Degrees of Bache- 
lor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing. A conservatory of Music is maintained 
in connection with the college. Picturesquely located 
on the upper Mississippi. One-hundred-acre campus. 
Served by the ‘‘Zephyr,’’ ‘‘Hiawatha,”’ the ‘400.’ 


ONLY FIVE HOURS FROM CHICAGO 





New Jersey 


Caldwell College 


Caldwell, New Jersey 





FULLY ACCREDITED 


Conducted by the Sisters of St. Dominic 
A.B. and B.S. Degrees 


Teacher and Secretarial Training 





New York 


LA SALLE 


Military Academy 


mm Foremost Catholic military pre- 
Mm paratory school under Christian 
Brothers. Accredited college prep- 
aration. Grades 8-12. Small classes. 
ROTC highest rating. Beautiful 
160-acre campus on Great South 
Bay. 74th year. 
; Write for Catalog 
Box T, Oakdale, L. 1., New York 








MARYMOUNT COLLEGE 


TARRYTOWN-ON-HUDSON, NEW YORK 
Conducted by the Religious of the Sacred 


Heart of Mary. Accredited Liberal Arts. 
Confers A.B., B.S. Degrees, Pre-Medical, 
Secretarial, Home Economics, Art, Music, 


Pedagogy, Journalism, Dramatics. Directed 
field trips in all departments. Athletics. 
CITY BRANCH: 221 East 71st Street, New 
York, N. Y. 

Also in Quebec City, Canada, 
Rome. Address Secretary. 


Paris and 


Marymount Preparatory Schools: Wilson 
Park, Tarrytown, N. Y.; Fifth Ave. and 
84th St.. New York, N. Y. Address Rever- 
end Mother. 
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is God. Yet the Son is not the Father, 
yor is He the Holy Spirit. He is a dis- 
tinct Person. On the other hand, Christ 
ja man as I am a man, He shares 
human nature with me. Since, however, 
He remains a divine Person, it can 
arcely be that He is a person as I 
am a person. 

Indeed, He is not. It seems odd to 
ay it, and in the common, popular 
acceptance of the word the statement 
would certainly be false; nevertheless, 
Christ our Lord possesses no human 
yrsonality. He possesses no human 
yersonality because, though He is most 
surely and tremendously a Person, He 
snot a human person. Christ Jesus is 
, divine Person who possesses two true 
ad complete natures, one human and 
the other divine. 

The blessed, unutterable union of 
these two natures in one divine Person 
i, of course, pure mystery, mystery 
which will resist every human effort at 
inal penetration. Quis ut Deus? Who 
is like God? This sublime union has a 
ume, however. -It is the hypostatic 
union. 

Willingly we accept in full faith the 
nystery that is Christ. Reverently let 
us in all love adore Christ who is 
mystery. VINCENT P. McCorry, S.J. 


THEATRE 








\VSIT TO A SMALL PLANET, pre- 
ated by George Axelrod and Clinton 
Wilder at the Booth, was originally an 
imusing TV science-fiction comedy, by 
Core Vidal. Converted to stage comedy, 
itisa broad satire of armchair generals 
aid TV newscasters, padded with a love 
tory that reeks more with uninhibited 
pssion than with love. The girl’s par- 
ats, incidentally, are less worried by 
thir daughter’s premarital indulgence 
tun by the prospect of a son-in-law 
they don’t like. 

Cyril Ritchard’s direction is as close 
0 perfect as one can imagine, and 
(liver Smith’s setting, lighted by Feder, 
wovides a persuasive atmosphere for 
athlings and their visitor from a 
lager planet. Mr. Ritchard, as the visi- 
t, and Eddie Mayehoff, a general 
with delusions of persecution, are skilful 


‘entrepreneurs of genteel and low 
comedy, 


IHE TUNNEL OF LOVE, a Theatre 














Culd production residing at the Royale, 
‘astory of lechery, both premeditated 
and impromptu, that exploits Tom 
Eve S$ reputation as a comic actor. Mr. 
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These POPULAR LIBRARY 
books by 
BISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN 


are making 








paperbound publishing 
| history! 


(eee 


fulton I Sheen 


The ETERNAL 
GALILEAN 





= | & 
THE DIVINE 
ROMANC E 


Aan st Pose Rta aA 


FULTON 7. SHEEN 2s. | 


Orvine Romance” and “The Eteraat Ganiene™ 


Moodsaui Truths 








mat Tae Ferner” 







How To Solve The Problems Of Modern Living 


THE ETERNAL 
GALILEAN ROMANCE 


The life of The Savior, A warmly human bool 
told movingly and with that ps. bring - new 
special emphasis on His assurance and inspi 
teachings and their sig- tion to hearts assai 
nificance to the contem- by conflicts and doubts. 
porary world. 


THE DIVINE MOODS 
AND TRUTHS 
Thirteen major prob- 
lems facing modern 
man, examined and ex- 
plained with remark- 
able insight and com- 

passion. 


POPULAR LIBRARY inspirational pocketbooks, such as the series by 
Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, the Christopher Award-winning “I’ll Cry 
Tomorrow,” and the forthcoming “Happy Marriage” by Father John 
A. O’Brien, with a special preface by Archbishop Cushing, are of great 
interest to all thoughtful Catholics. Won’t you recommend them to 
your congregation? 


For further information, write to: 
Mr. Vincent Giacco, POPULAR LIBRARY, INC. 
10 E. 40th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 


POPULAR LIBRARY 


America’s Quality Line of Pocket-Size Books 











REGNERY 
SUGGESTS 
FOR LENT 


It has been said before, but we are going 
to say it again—‘“Lent is a time of spiritual 
housecleaning.” Here is a special selection 
of truly fine spiritual reading to assist 
everyone in putting his “house” in order. 


The Lord 


by Romano Guardini. A great spiritual 
classic of the twentieth century—“A mas- 
terpiece . Guardini has restored to 
us a living, breathing Lord as the center 
of our adoration.’—Commonweal $6.50 


In Silence With God 


by Benedict Baur, O.S.B. In this recent 
publication, we find the way to God as 
the great St. Benedict taught it. “For 
spiritual reading, thoughtful reading, and 
for meditation it would be ideal”—Sursum 


Corda $3.50 


Our Father 


A handbook of Meditation edited by Karl 
Becker and Maria Peter. Everyone thinks 
he knows the Lord’s Prayer, but does he 
know its riches—its profound depths? Here 
is “the perfect prayer as mirrored in twenty 
centuries of inspired writings.”.—The Ave 
Maria $4.50 


Patristic Homilies of 
the Gospels 


edited by M. F. Toal, D.D. If you’ve put 
off reading the Church Fathers, Lent is 
a good time to start. Like the gospels them- 
selves these homilies are “urgent, simple, 
and direct.”—Catholic Library World $7.50 


The Practice of 
the Vows 


by L. Colin, C.SS.R. Sisters and monks 
have found this work “an invigorating 
spiritual manual.”—The Ave Maria $4.00 


The Little Friends 
of Jesus 


by Marcelle Auclair. Children also want to 
make a good Lent. For them here is one 
of the best—an “immensely practical, 


thoroughly readable, educational and lovable | 


book.”—Books on Trial 


$2.00 


AT ALL CATHOLIC 
BOOKSTORES 





HENRY REGNERY CO. 
CHICAGO 4, ILL. 








Ewell, spread out rather thin, is not 
able to make a pedestrian comedy 
amusing to mature theatregoers. 


HOLIDAY FOR LOVERS. Without 
using the sex-formula of Tennessee 
Williams and William Inge, Ronald 
Alexander has here managed a highly 
successful drama. 

The leading characters of the plav 
at the Longacre are the members of 
a family from the Middle West making 
their first tour of Europe. The wife, 
however, doesn’t throw herself into the 
arms of a glamorous boulevardier, and 


her husband never looks twice at a | 


slinking siren or winks at a waitress. 


Their daughter, indeed, does become | 


enamored of a tyro artist, and the young 
man shares her passion. They are rap- 
turously in love, and boy follows giz! 
from Paris to Seville to Rome and back 
to Paris. But they never get the idea 
that love is an excuse for sin. 

Mr. Alexander, in a word, has man- 
aged to write a bright and breezy 
comedy that keeps the audience swing- 
ing from furtive snickers to explosive 
bellylaughs. How he does it without 
sex gags and salacious situations is his 
own secret. THEOPHILUS LEWIs 


FILMS 


THE SPIRIT OF ST. LOUIS (War- 
ner). The early “sneak” previews of this 
color and CinemaScope account of the 
epoch-making first transatlantic solo 
flight brought home to its producers the 
alarming fact that a great many youth- 
ful moviegoers, the group which con- 
stitutes the backbone of film audiences, 
had never heard of Charles A. Lind- 
bergh. In an attempt to stimulate their 
interest, Tab Hunter, who has nothing 
to do with the film but of whom the 
younger generation most assuredly has 
heard, has been sent on the road to 





| publicize the picture. 


Public lack of interest in a worth- 
while movie project is one of the more 
discouraging hazards of film-making. 
The producers of The Spirit of St. Louis 
faced an even more fundamental prob- 
lem. Aviation has made such strides in 
thirty years, thanks to the pioneering 
of the Lone Eagle and others like him, 
that it is difficult to convince a contem- 
porary audience that flying across the 


Atlantic is much of a feat. 


Producer Leland Hayward and direc- 
tor Billy Wilder have done their utmost 
in the film to turn back the clock to 
1927, Planes, automobiles, clothes and 














-The Kaufer Co. 


“Old Reliable Catholic Book 


1904 FOURTH AVENUE 


SEATTLE 1, WASHINGTON 


Store” 


St. Louis 





B. Herder Book Co. 


1007 OLIVE STREET 
15-17 SOUTH BROADWAY 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 


St. Paul 





The E. M. Lohmann Co. 


Church Goods—Religious Articles—Book 


413 SIBLEY ST. 
ST. PAUL 1, MINNESOTA 





South Bend 


Aquinas Library & 


Book Shop, Inc. 


A Non-Profit Corporation 
108-112 EAsT LASALLE 
SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 


All the new and standard books— 
Religious Articles—Prayer Books 





& Missal 


Washington 


W. J. Gallery & Co. 


Catholic Books 


718 11TH ST. NORTHWEST 
WASHINGTON 1, D. C. 





The 


Westminster 


Newman Bookshop 


WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND 


Baltimore Branch: 


226 NORTH LIBERTY ST. 
BALTIMORE 1, MARYLAND 


Washington Branch: 


901 MONROE ST., N. E. 
WASHINGTON 17, D. C. 
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America’s BOOKSTORE GUIDE 


AMERICA’s Bookstore Guide tells you where you can buy the Spring and Summer 


& Stor reading you want. You will appreciate, too, the collections of First Communion, 
Graduation and Ordination gifts and accessories carried by these booksellers. All 
of them will be happy to see you in person, talk with you on the phone, or handle 

— your mail orders thoughtfully and efficiently. If no store is listed in your city, ask 
ai AMERICA’s Business Office for the name and address of the nearest one. Where- 

Co ever possible, patronize your local Catholic bookstore! 


Raat 
on 


Matthew F. Sheehan 
Company 


Istablished 1907 





— St. Pari 








In Co. New England’s leading 
Jes—Book 4 “#holic Book Store 
22 CHAUNCY ST. 
BOSTON 11, MASSACHUSETTS 
Chican 
jouth Bend 
Thomas More 
& 
Book Shop 
210 WEST MADISON 
CHICAGO 6, ILLINOIS 
Cc ti 
= « Msi} Ptederick Pustet 
restingtn FEOMpanry, Inc. 
210 EAST FOURTH ST. 
Co. CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 
Telephone: MAin 1-2678 
Cleveland 





THE 
Catholic Book Store 


906 SUPERIOR AVENUE 
CLEVELAND 14, OHIO 


estminster 


10p 





eames Columbus 


Cathedral Bookshop 
and Catholic 


Information Center 


205 EAST BROAD ST. 
Opposite Cathedral Square 
COLUMBUs 15, OHIO 
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Denver 





THE 
James Clarke 


Church Goods House 


1633 TREMONT 
DENVER 2, COLORADO 


Detroit 


EF. J. McDevitt Co. 


Catholic Books 





Religious Articles 


1230 WASHINGTON BOULEVARD 
DETROIT 26, MICHIGAN 
Woodward 5-2992 


Louisville 





Rogers 
Church Goods Co. 


129 S. 4TH ST., LOUISVILLE, Ky. 
Phone: Wa.-4269 


3RD & ADAMS AVE., 
MEMPHIS 1, TENNESSEE 


Phone: 37-2715 


Milwaukee 


The Church Mart 


779 NORTH WATER ST. 
MILWAUKEE 2, WISCONSIN 
Phone: BR 1-0650 


BRANCH: 514 STATE ST. 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 
Phone: AL 6-3090 





New Haven 





Saint Thomas More 
Gift Shop 


Elizabeth A. Huber 
1102 CHAPEL STREET 
NEW HAVEN 10, CONNECTICUT 
Telephone Unwersity 8-5259 





New York 


Catholic Book Shop 
of New York 


138 WEST 32ND ST. 
NEW YORK 1, NEW YORK 
Opposite Gimbels 
LO 5-5798 
Complete line of Religious Articles 
Genuine Hummel Figurines 





New York 





THE 
Guild Book Shop 


117 EAsT 57TH STREET 
NEW YORK 22, NEW YORK 
PLaza 3-0225 





Philadelphia 


THE 
Peter Reilly Company 


Publishers—Booksellers—Importers 


131 NORTH THIRTEENTH ST. 
PHILADELPHIA 7, PENNSYLVANIA 
LOcust 7-5017 


Pittsburgh 





Kirnet’s 
Catholic Book Store 


309 MARKET STREET 
PITTSBURGH 22, PENNSYLVANIA 
Phone: CO 1-2326 and 1-2327 


Scranton 


Diocesan Guild Studios 


SCRANTON 8 WILKES BARRRE 
HAZLETON » CARBONDALE 


300 WYOMING AVENUE 
SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA 














THE 
STRANGE 
ISLANDS 


New poetry and a modern allegori- 
cal play in verse, “The Tower of 
Babel”, by the author of The 
Seven-Storey Mountain and Seeds 


$3.00 


of Contemplation. 


a NEW DIRECTIONS book 


poems by THOMAS MERTON 











Vocations 











XAVERIAN BROTHERS 


3 Teachers of Youth 


Xaverian Brothers invite 
young men of high-school 
and college age to a Religi- 
ous life dedicated to the 
Catholic classroom. For in- 
formation write Brother 
Paul C.F.X., Xaverian Col- 

_.. lege, Box X, Silver Spring, 
Maryland. 








PAULIST FATHERS 


Modern American Missionaries 
Dedicated to the Conversion of 
America 
Send coupon to: 

Director of Vocations 
415 West 59th Street, N. Y. 19, N. Y. 
Dear FATHER: Please send me, with- 
out obligation, some of your vocational 
literature. 
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to study for .the priesthood 
with the Priests of The Sacred 
Heart? They’ve a special school | 

© for delayed vocations to help you | 

"> make up the Latin and other] 
- subjects which you have missed. | 
> Want more information? Write:; 


Dehon Seminary 
Great Barrington 
Massachusetts 





settings are authentic period pieces, The 
re-enactment of Lindbergh's flight 
which, interspersed with flashbacks of 
the hero’s earlier aviation career and 
preparation for the Atlantic hop, makes 
up the entire picture, is painstakingly 
accurate and devoid of interpolated 
melodramatics. The finished product 
is absorbing and very much to be ad. 
mired. 

The film lacks, however, the inspira. 
tion that was needed to match the 
greatness of the subject matter. Like. 
wise, the casting of James Stewart as 
Lindbergh, though an understandable 
tribute to Stewart’s popularity and 
splendid war record, seemingly indi- 
cates that Hayward and Wilder settled 
in advance for competence instead of 
trying for greatness. Stewart, too firmly 
established in the public’s mind ag a 
screen personality and twenty years.too 
old, provides some box-office insurance 
for the film, but never seems anything 
but a conscientious actor going through 
the motions of playing an_ intrepid 
aviator. [L of D: A-I] 


FULL OF LIFE (Columbia) begins 
with an overworked movie gag: an ob- 
viously pregnant young woman (Judy 
Holliday) gets out of bed and descends 
to the kitchen, where she fixes herself 
an elaborate and rather exotic midnight | 
snack. As it turns out, this restatement ” 
of the stock proposition that expectant |" “' 
mothers have ravenous and peculiar ap- |, ™“§ 
petites does not fairly represent the tone |} 4 
of the picture as a whole. bes 
Adapted by John Fante from his hook believe 
of autobiographical sketches of the) atcle 
same name, the film is a humorous epi-|) 
sodic chronicle of pregnancy, birth and} 
family life. It has, however, unexpected ¢ Mia 
reserves of warmth and substance. | 
The writer-husband (Richard Conte) 
is a second-generation Italian-American | 
who is estranged from his dictatorial} 
old-world father (Salvatore Baccaloni) aq 
and also has fallen away from ul 
Catholic Church. In the course of the pe 
film a reconciliation with both parent r 
and Church is effected with an honet Contr 
recognition of the values involved. The 
religious aspects especially are handled 
naturally and accurately and with su: 
ficient delicacy to make acceptable and la 
even touching what sounds like a lui de 
situation: a wedding ceremony is ¢ | Bred 
maxed by the bride’s being seized wif, 
labor pains. tale 
The role of the wife marks Judy He a 
liday’s first movie appearance wi Mg 
the “dumb blonde” personality. St migy 
does very well, showing both brains : 
tact. [L of D: A-II]  Morra Wasi jp, 
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